
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ 30 August 2026
There is a decisive turning point in the Matthew’s Gospel this week. Jesus brings
his disciples to the region of Caesarea Philippi and asks them a profound
question: “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” The title “Son of Man” is a
mysterious one that Jesus frequently uses for himself. It recalls the heavenly
figure in the Book of Daniel and points to Jesus’ unique identity and mission.
Although many people recognize Jesus as a prophet or a holy man, they do not
yet grasp the fullness of who he is.
Jesus then asks the disciples directly, “But who do you say that I am?” It is Peter
who responds on behalf  of the Twelve: “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” This confession is the supreme moment of revelation in Matthew’s
Gospel. Peter’s insight is not the result of human wisdom but a gift from the
Father. Through divine revelation, Peter recognizes Jesus as the long-awaited
Messiah and the Son of God.
As a result of this confession, Jesus gives Peter a new title: “You are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my Church.” The image of the rock denotes stability,
strength, and authority. Peter is hailed as the Rock, the one upon whom Christ
will found his Church. Yet Peter’s role is always rooted in Christ, who remains
the ultimate foundation of the Church’s life and mission.
Jesus further promises that “the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” This
is not simply a promise of endurance against earthly opposition. It is a reference
to the salvific death and resurrection of Christ. Through his victory over sin and
death, Christ establishes a Church that will never be overcome by the powers of
evil.
Finally, Jesus entrusts Peter with “the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” This
symbolizes delegated authority. Peter receives the responsibility to teach, to
make decisions about what is binding and loosing, and even to include in or
exclude from the community. Yet this authority is never independent. Peter’s
ministry must always stem from the teaching of Jesus, the one and only
foundation upon whom the Church is built. In every age, the Church is called to
echo Peter’s confession and proclaim Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living
God.
Fr Stephen Berecz



Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass on Friday 4  September 7:00pm at St Mary’s
Parish, 20 Kitenui Ave, Mt Albert. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet
of Mercy Sung, Benediction, Mass, followed by veneration of St Faustina’s relic.
All Welcome.

th

Marriage & Family Life
Invite & welcome all families with babies and children 0-5 years to a newly
established monthly Catholic Coffee group. Our next coffee group is Sat 5 Sep at
11am – 12pm at Sacred Heart Church Hall - 16 Vermont Street, Ponsonby,
Auckland 1011. Come along and meet other likeminded families where God
resides. There is lots of parking. Further information call Gerry (Leader of
Marriage & Family Life Ministries) on 021 02247442. 

Administration Assistant Wanted! 
Marriage & Family Life Ministry is looking for a highly capable administration
assistant to contribute to a ministry that supports marriage and family life. We are
looking for someone who combines excellent administrative skills with a genuine
pastoral sensitivity and a commitment to serving others. This is a part-time role of
16 hours, working Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 10am -2pm (with some evening and
weekend work) at the Pompallier Diocesan Centre.
For full details and to apply please visit please visit:
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/. Closing date Friday 4 September. 

Liturgy of the Word ~ 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading (Jer 20:7-9) .Even though speaking God’s message to the people has

brought Jeremiah nothing but insults, he is unable to remain silent.                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Second Reading (Rom 12:1-2) St Paul urges the Romans not to live like the people

around them. 
Gospel (Mt 16:21-27) Jesus foretells his suffering and death, and tells his disciples that

they too must be prepared to suffer.
Next week's readings: Ezek 33:7-9, Rom 13:8-10, Mt 18:15-20.

 For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Welcome to St Benedict’s

 Keep up to date with parish news and download the “St Benedict’s Auckland” 
App from the App store on your mobile device. 

Like and follow “St Benedict’s Church, Auckland” on Facebook for regular 
updates and links to the newsletters.

 St Benedicts has the following options 
for planned giving and donations to our Parish:

• Collection at Sunday Mass • Automatic bank payment
• St Benedicts App • Tap and Go

Our bank account number is 02 0108 0706611 000 “St Benedicts Parish”
If you need assistance or require more information, 

please contact the parish office on 09 379 0624

 • Reconciliation Rite I is available every week before Mass 
on Saturday evenings from 5pm-5.45pm. 

 • Eucharistic Adoration every first Friday of the month at St Benedicts 
from 11am-12pm (followed by mass at 12.10pm).

•  Please check the notice boards in the foyer for upcoming events.

•  When visiting St Benedicts please DO NOT park illegally or block cars in.  
 Please see over page for parish weekly schedule and free parking details.

Resources for families from the Auckland Diocese 
Open this newsletter in the St Benedict’s website or app and follow the links...

Kids Korner: Click here   Parent Ponderings: Click here   

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Phil Bawden, David Master, Eva Mitchell, Dave Harrop. 

We remember those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Margaret Dalton, Mary Ellen Reardon, Fr Sheehan, Ula Loader, Joan Burton-Bradley, 
Isefo Ulugia, Elizabeth Irvine, Vicenta Sievert, Fa’afetai Kainui, Coralie Purdom, 

Winifred Mcharry, Clive Paver, Andree Lynch, Patrick Smith, Telmo Fernandez, Bishop Denis
Browne, Elizabeth Smith, Gordon Omahoy, Marcellina de Souza, Ida Swann, Peggy Jury, 

Moses Il-Mook Choi, Nellie Stowers, Robyn Vasquez, Elisay Josia, Thomas Metcalfe, 
Irene O’Keefe, Elisapeta Asi, Patrick Treacy, Maitland Williams, Catherine Reardon, 

Robert Curran, Elizabeth O’Brien, Edward Roycroft, Douglas Flemming.

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

http://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/CELEBRATING-THE-TWENTY-SECOND-SUNDAY-in-OT.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Ask-God-to-bring-happiness-into-your-life-with-this-prayer.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/The-secret-to-being-grateful.pdf
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