
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  10am—4pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Acting Parish Priest 

Father Ranjit Ekka OFMCap 
022 470 4978 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

SUNDAY 9.30AM  

 

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 
 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 

First Friday of the month 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Third Friday of the month 

Holy Child Jesus, Senor Santo Niño 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Every Wednesday 

Mother of Perpetual Help  

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

Temporarily moved online 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary  

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Filipino: Every Sunday at 11.30am  
 

Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month 
1.30pm 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30pm 

When Jesus says to the woman by the well: “Give me a drink”, he is not pretending 
to be thirsty. It is not a show designed to trick her into following him – rather it is 
Christ expressing the divine thirst for souls. For us, too, the thirst for God, which 
every human being possesses, is not something pretend or cosmetic. It is real and it 
is a fundamental characteristic of our human natures, which the woman by the well 
acknowledges when she says “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor 
come here to draw.” 
 
But is this how we ourselves treat the thirst for God? Do I see my thirst for God and 
my following of Christ as something which is accidental to my life, or is it 
something that I value as being fundamental to my existence? Do I believe in the 
grace of God that can transform me inwardly and enable me to change my ways?  
Do I have the courage to live without sin as sin is no longer inevitable in the life of 
grace? Of course we all know that it is not always easy to find that courage. In fact it 
may be a difficult and complicated process. We frequently waver and our faith is 
weak and when we finally have the courage to do what is right and true it often 
demands a great sacrifice. We need to trust, though, that Jesus is with us in that 
process, even when we waver in our weakness. 
 
We ought also to admire the Samaritan woman whom Christ meets by the well for 
her courage to stand in the truth and to follow Christ. Her difficult past is brought 
to light in the conversation: she is in her sixth relationship and that relationship is 
irregular. But she is able to stand in the truth and accept that the living water can 
only come from Christ. She is refreshed and goes off to preach the good news about 
God’s mercy to others, the mercy that did not condemn her but rather gave her the 
courage to stand in the truth. Jesus also gives us that same courage even today by 
allowing us to accept the truth even if it is by incrementally small steps. 
 
At heart today’s Gospel is about whether we see our faith, our friendship with God, 
as something of fundamental necessity, and about whether we have the courage to 
change accordingly so that we might worship God in spirit and in truth. God’s 
mercy should spur us on to answer his call with joy. This call leads us to the fulness 
of life in Christ by whose wounds our shattered and fallen race has been made 
whole.  
 
Fr Benedict Jonak OP, Priory of St Paul in Berlin 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT ~  12 MARCH 2023 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary


LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT  
 

First Reading  (Ex 17:3-7)  Despite their ingratitude, God shows his care for his people by 

providing water for them in the desert. 

Second Reading  (Rom 5:1-2.5-8)  God has proved his extraordinary love for us by the fact that 

Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 

Gospel  (Jn 4:5-42) This tells the story of Jesus’ touching encounter with a Samaritan woman. 

 

Next weeks readings:  1 Sam 16:1.6-7.10-13, Eph 5:8-14, Jn 9:1-41. 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Resources for families from the Auckland Diocese 
Video clips and activities are updated weekly to follow the liturgical 
year and enrich the learning experience and enhance understanding 
for young and old. Open this newsletter in the St Benedict’s website 
or app and follow the links... 
Kids Korner: Click here                            Parent Ponderings: Click here 

Monthly Intention and Prayer for March 
 

For all the sick 
 

Father God, we lift up those who are facing illness today.  
We ask that You would bring healing, comfort and peace to their bodies.  
Calm their fears and let them experience the healing power of Your love. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

Monte Cecilia’s Easter Appeal 
 
“Receiving a chocolate egg on Easter is something many of us took for granted during 
our childhoods. Being able to take part in this tradition alongside friends is important 
for giving children a sense of connection and normality.   
But for many of the low-income families living in Monte Cecilia Housing Trust  
accommodation it’s a tough expense to justify during a difficult period in their 
lives. Here at Monte Cecilia, we want to make sure none of the kids in our  
homes miss out, but with over 600 families staying in Monte Cecilia accommodation, 
it’s a big job. So, we’re putting the call out for Easter eggs, whether big or small,  
hollow or filled with marshmallow, we know our kids will love them all.   
Donations can be dropped off at our 30 Windrush Close office in Mangere, or you can 
help us with a monetary donation through our website, which we can then use to  
purchase eggs from local stores.   
Put a smile on a young face today and help our kids take part in a wonderful tradition!” 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    
  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam, Phil Bawden, David Master, 

Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta, Fr Mario Dorado. 
 

We remember those who have died recently: Fr Leo Doyle 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 

Patrick Monaghan, John Davis, Eva Anderson, Milisi Lava, Joseph Davis, Joy McBeam,  

Una Retemeyer, Zella Rankin, Kit Cavanagh, Andrea Cook, Arthur Wishart, Arthur Albertson, 

Luke Webb, Alolisi Bourke, Cecelia Owsley, William Swann, Frances Perkin, Maree Bonnar,  

Fr Matthew Brady, John Monaghan, John Belcher, Nick Rooney, Dorothy O’Brien,  

Julia Counihan, Charles Davis, William Duffey, Fr F.X. Brown OP, Lam Man Ying. 
 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Welcome to St Benedict’s 
 

Keep up to date with parish news and download the  
“St Benedict’s Auckland” App from the App store on your mobile device. 

 
Eucharistic Adoration every first Friday at St Benedicts from 11am-12pm  

(followed by mass at 12.10pm). 
 

Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent  
in the church at 6.30pm and followed by mass. 

 
Rite II will be held at St Benedicts church at 7pm on Tuesday 21 March 2023. 

 
Discounted Price 2023 Columban Art Calendars are now available at $10 per  
calendar. Please email miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz to request a copy.  

Collection is from the parish office or during mass. 
 

The latest edition of the NZ Catholic Newspapers available in the foyer for $4 
 

Please check the notice boards in the foyer for upcoming events 

With heavy hearts we advise that  
Fr Mario Dorado OFMCap is now under  

palliative care. He is not well enough  
to receive visitors but  

please continue to pray for him. 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Third-SUNDAY-of-LENT.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Dear-Jack.pdf

