
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  10am—4pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Mario Dorado OFMCap 

Mobile: 021 075 7015 
frmariodorado2020@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

SUNDAY 9.30AM  

 

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 
 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 

First Friday of the month 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Third Friday of the month 

Holy Child Jesus, Senor Santo Niño 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Every Wednesday 

Mother of Perpetual Help  

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

Temporarily moved online 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary  

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Filipino: Every Sunday at 11.30am  
 

Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month 
1.30pm 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30pm 

It is appropriate that we begin our Christmas celebrations with an act of reverence 
towards the nativity scene. Because that gathering of statues and figures so beloved 
of our childhood is the goal of our journey to Christmas. It is our symbolic sharing in 
the journeys that found their end at the Lord’s cradle. Mary and Joseph, having 
travelled down from Galilee, at last arrive weary into Bethlehem. The shepherds, 
making their way down from the hills in the surrounding countryside, will soon 
reach the stable. A few more days and the magi will have crossed far greater 
distances, followed the star to this same end. And at the end of these three journeys, 
the child who is the glory of God and peace to men and women. Each of these 
journeys captures or reflects something of even longer, harder, travels. In Mary and 
Joseph, we see something of Israel’s journey towards the Promised Land. This was 
the exodus journey out of slavery through a wilderness beset with trials, the 
darkness of infidelity to the covenant, the persecution of the prophets, dark days of 
foreign invasion and the desecration of God’s holy nation. Encapsulated in the 
magi’s pilgrimage, lies the gentiles’ long search for God, the darkness of idolatry, and 
perhaps the guiding light of reason. And, then, the shepherds who live in the fields, a 
journey made by the outsiders of society, those on the fringes who contend against 
the darkness of both material deprivation and social exclusion. All find their 
journey’s end in the Christ child. It isn’t simply that each of these travels finish at 
the same point, but in this common ending the travellers themselves find a new 
commonality. What does the angel say? ‘I bring you news of great joy, that shall be 
for all people.’ That’s why Isaiah, rejoicing that ‘the people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light’ can prophesy that ‘all the footgear of battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by fire.’ For the child in the cradle is the 
Prince of Peace, the one in whom enmity, ignorance, and injustice will be overcome 
by God’s grace, by the forgiveness of sins. Many of us will not look back fondly on 
the year coming to an end. A year of continuing sickness, stress, and the darkness of 
war, a year in which the darkness in human hearts has been all too visible. And yet 
our journey through those times of darkness brings us to this night of joy and light, 
kneeling before the cradle of the Lord. As we worship this child, sing God’s praises 
this Christmas, we can know with relief that God has acted to save us from 
ourselves, to heal us of our many conflicts. And look again at where we find this new 
unity in Christ – in ‘a joy to be shared by the whole people.’ For whatever darkness 
we have known, tonight we see: “a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness 
could not overpower.”May the joy of that light be with you and your families this 
Christmas. Fr Chris Denham 

CHRISTMAS: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD ~  25 DECEMBER 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary


LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ CHRISTMAS: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

 

Christmas Vigil Mass 

First Reading  (Is 62.1-5)  A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Second Reading  (Acts 13.16-17, 22-25)  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Gospel  (Mt 1:1-25) A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 

Christmas Night Mass 

First Reading  (Is 9:1-7)  This prophecy, about the coming of a saviour-child who will rescue his 

people from oppression, is fulfilled in Jesus. 

Second Reading  (Tit 2:11-14)  St Paul reminds us of what is expected of us if we are to enjoy the 

salvation won for us by Christ. 

Gospel  (Mt 1:18-25) This tells about the birth of Jesus, and how the news of his birth was brought 

by angels to shepherds. 

 

 

Christmas Day Mass 

First Reading  (Is 52:7-10)  This great hymn of exultation at the return of the exiles from Babylon is 

also a poem of joy for our redemption. 

Second Reading  (Heb 1:1-6)  The whole history of God’s dealings with his people in the past was 

a preparation for the coming of his Son at a particular moment in history. 

Gospel  (Jn 1:1-18) This is a great hymn to the Word of God, the source of all life, whose coming 

among us makes us children of God. 

 

 

Next weeks readings:  Numbers 6.22-27, Galations 4.4-7, Luke 2.16-21. 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Monthly Intention and Prayer for December 
 

For Families 
 

God, Our Father, loving and merciful, bring together and keep all families in 
perfect unity of love and mutual support. Instill in each member the spirit of 
understanding and affection for each other. Keep quarrels and bitterness far 

from them, and for their occasional failures instill forgiveness and peace. May 
the mutual love and affection of parents set a good example. Inst 

ill in children self-respect that they may respect others and grow in mature 
independence. May the mutual affection and respect of families be a sign of 

Christian life here and hereafter, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.  

Amen. 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    
  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam, Phil Bawden, David Master, 

Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 

Francis O’Connor, Tony Parker, Fr Paddy Collins, Bernice Randell, Hugh Foley, Verona Edwards, 

Eulalie Purdom, Margaret Betz, Tim Rodgers, Luisa Jara, Margaret Douglas, Thomas Fox,  

Patrick McNamara, Jamima Cotter, Mary Murphy, Lena Swann, Mary Leggert,  

Bridget Treacy, Temple Cobold, Milciades Martinez. 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Welcome to St Benedict’s 
 

Have you Installed  “St Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 
It is regularly updated to keep our parish community informed. 

Download the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration every first Friday at St Benedicts from 11am-12pm  
(followed by mass at 12.10pm) and from 6pm-7pm. 

 
 

2023 Columban Art Calendars are available at $12 per calendar. 
Please email miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz to request a copy. Collection is 

from the parish office once you order has been received and paid for. 
 

NZ Catholic Newspaper 
The latest edition  is available in the foyer for $4.  

 

 
 
 
 

The parish office will be closed 
from 23 December 2022 

and will reopen on  
Monday 9 January 2023 

Fr Mario, Catherine  
and Miranda  

wish you all a very happy and 
Holy Christmas and New Year. 


