
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  10am—4pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Mario Dorado OFMCap 

Mobile: 021 075 7015 
frmariodorado2020@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

SUNDAY 9.30AM  

 

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 
 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 

First Friday of the month 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Third Friday of the month 

Holy Child Jesus, Senor Santo Niño 

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Every Wednesday 

Mother of Perpetual Help  

Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm  

Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

Temporarily moved online 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary  

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Filipino: Every Sunday at 11.30am  
 

Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month 
1.30pm 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30pm 

‘Stay awake!’ is the cry that opens the season of Advent; the Gospel seeks to rouse us 
from the spiritual torpor to which we are prone. The difficulty of staying spiritually 
awake is real. In our Gospel, Jesus calls his disciples to vigilance five times and leads 
them in the gathering darkness to Gethsemane and bids them keep watch with him 
while he prays. But three times he will return to find them sleeping. 
Just as physical exhaustion can come over the body, so a spiritual sleep, accidie, or 
sloth, can overtake the soul, a sin we don’t always take seriously today. What is it, 
this sloth? It’s a form of apathy, a neglect of our own spiritual good because of the 
effort involved. Jesus gives us a picture of sloth in today’s Gospel. Noah labours to 
build an ark, a means of salvation, but the others are too caught up in their own 
pleasures to attend to the clouds overhead. They suspect nothing, and like it that 
way. Whatever their better judgement, they are simply swept along by the round of 
daily life until the waters of the Flood sweep them away. 
We mustn’t confuse sloth with idleness. In fact, it’s often masked by busyness, 
obsession with the everyday instead of, like Noah, recognising the gathering storm. 
If we consider the things we know we should do, but never somehow manage to 
find time for, perhaps we catch a glimpse of sloth, as it shuffles out of sight behind 
one excuse or another. “I know I should, but it’s been a long day, and I’m tired, so 
let’s leave it.” Sloth says, “I really should pray, should go to confession, but it can 
surely wait.” For one who was once told by a teacher “the trouble with you, 
Denham, is that your motto is never put off to tomorrow what you can put off to the 
day after that!” I know the problem well. 
Sloth also makes us depressed at the prospect of living out the moral imperatives of 
our Christian life. It sours our delight in what God is preparing for us and in what 
he is preparing us for. If we do not face it, it can turn ultimately to hatred of God’s 
goodness and make us reject the very thing we should most embrace. How do we 
escape it? St Thomas Aquinas wrote that ‘the more we think about spiritual goods, 
the more pleasing they become to us, and sloth dies away.’ So perhaps staying 
awake involves thinking about spiritual goods, of what is really good for the human 
spirit, what is good given the fully human life we are to enjoy in heaven. 
The season of Advent, taken seriously, helps in that task. It reminds us of Christ’s 
second coming and urges us to fast (in a small way, this isn’t Lent) and pray in 
preparation. We are to keep vigil, like the shepherds who kept a night watch on the 
hills around Bethlehem and who were met by the host of angels proclaiming the 
good news of Christ’s birth. A little detachment from the busyness, the trivial, and a 
focus on what really matters is perhaps the heart of this Advent season. So that 
anticipation of the good of the Lord’s first coming may prepare us for the still 
greater good of the second. Fr Chris Denham 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~  27 NOVEMBER 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary


LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

First Reading  (Is 2:1-5)  This vision of a world at peace under God challenges Christians to work 

for this new world which was inaugurated by Christ. 

Second Reading  (Rom 13:11-14)  This contains a wake-up call, and urges us to turn away from the 

darkness of evil, and to walk in the light of Christ. 

Gospel  (Mt 24:37-44) This Gospel urges us to stay awake because we do not know the day or the 

hour when Christ will return. 

 

Next weeks readings:  Is 11:1-10,  Rom 15:4-9, Mt 3:1-12. 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Resources for families from the Auckland Diocese 
Video clips and activities are updated weekly to follow the liturgical 
year and enrich the learning experience and enhance understanding 
for young and old. Open this newsletter in the St Benedict’s website 
or app and follow the links... 
Kids Korner: Click here                            Parent Ponderings: Click here 

Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass on Friday 2nd December 7:00pm 
St Mary’s Church, 20 Kitenui Ave, Mt Albert. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,Chaplet of Mercy Sung, Benediction, Mass, 
followed by general blessing of St Faustina’s relic. All Welcome 

Join us praying the Flame of Love Rosary nightly online 
Jesus promised Elizabeth Kindelmann “Through the Flame of Love of the Blessed 
Virgin, faith will take root in souls, and the face of the earth will be renewed…. 
Through this prayer, Satan will be blind and souls will not be led into sin.” 
In June 2009 Cardinal Erdő, Archbishop of Budapest, Hungary locally approved the 
diary of Elizabeth Kindelmann and writes ‘…….at a given moment of history, there 
appears in the Church something beautiful, a new possibility for the Church. I believe 
that this is true of the “Flame of Love Movement”. ……..we ought to place it on the 
lampstand so that it lights up everything in the house.’ 
In 2013 Pope Francis gave his apostolic blessing to the Movement  ‘Flame of Love of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary’ 
Our Blessed Mother came from heaven, offering to implant in the hearts of all those 
who trust in her the Love of God burning in her own heart.  
Join us praying the Flame of Love Rosary online every night at 8pm. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85781386360?
pwd=QjJkd0VweTNTMjkxVzNhQUJVSWlXQT09 
Meeting ID: 857 8138 6360 
Passcode: udkhj0 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    
  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam, Phil Bawden, David Master, 

Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 

Audrey Brown, Jean Bruce, Christopher Byrne, Brian Mercer, Frank Dougherty, Thomas Ryan, 

John Fouhy, Maureen Murphy, Augustus Higgins, Michael Carney, Francis Smith, Anne Munro, 

Nita Grinter, Monsignor James Shannahan, Augustine Smith, Patrick McRiff, Walte Peasente,  

Tony Blaskovich, Albert Lisala, Edward Dunne, James Ropata, BJ Nathan. 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Welcome to St Benedict’s 
 

Have you Installed  “St Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 
It is regularly updated to keep our parish community informed. 

Download the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Starting Friday 2 December and every first Friday thereafter there will be  
Eucharistic Adoration at St Benedicts from 11am-12pm followed by mass at 12.10pm. 

 

Rite II Reconciliation  
Will be held at the Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph at 7pm on  

Tuesday 13 December and Sacred Heart Ponsonby (16 Vermont Street) at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 21 December. 

 

Christmas Mass Times at St Benedicts 
Saturday 24 December at 6pm and 9pm 

Sunday 25 December at 9.30am 
 

2023 Columban Art Calendars are available at $12 per calendar. 
Please email miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz to request a copy. Collection is 

from the parish office once you order has been received and paid for. 
 

NZ Catholic Newspaper 
The latest edition  is available in the foyer for $4.  

 

Please check the notice boards in the foyer for upcoming events 

Monthly Intention and Prayer for November 
 

For the Faithful Departed 
 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

May they rest in peace, may they rest in peace. 
 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/1ST-WEEK-OF-ADVENT.pdf
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Heaven-and-Angels-Sing-1.pdf
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85781386360?pwd=QjJkd0VweTNTMjkxVzNhQUJVSWlXQT09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85781386360?pwd=QjJkd0VweTNTMjkxVzNhQUJVSWlXQT09

