4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ 8 MAY 2022

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

The beginning of our Gospel this Sunday is very simple, but has profound
implications for all of us. Our Lord speaks and His sheep hear His voice. Then, when
His sheep listen, they discover they are known (and loved) completely and, learning
that, are called to follow their shepherd. That sounds simple enough, but it is not
always easy in practice.

SATURDAY 6 PM
SUNDAY 9.30AM
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Ethnic Mass Times

Baptisms & Marriages
Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Spanish: On hold
Tongan: On hold
th

Indonesian: 4 Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish
First Friday of the month
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm
Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm
Third Friday of the month
Holy Child Jesus, Senor Santo Niño
Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm
Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm
Every Wednesday
Mother of Perpetual Help
Rosary at 6.40pm, Novena at 7pm
Mass at 7.30pm-8.30pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
Temporarily moved online
https://www.facebook.com/20decaderosary

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Monday to Friday 10am—4pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Mario Dorado OFMCap
Mobile: 021 075 7015
frmariodorado2020@gmail.com

Parish Office Staff
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Miranda Wagg
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday midday
to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on
corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour
tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby
residents not the Church

In a silent room or a quiet garden if someone speaks it is impossible not to hear. But
in the midst of a noisy train station, or a crowded bar, you have to be listening
carefully to hear what is said. And we live in a very noisy world! We are surrounded
by a cacophony of voices and distractions, some of them diametrically opposed to
Christ. That means we are called to make the effort to listen carefully, trying to
discern what our shepherd is saying. Sometimes, in fact, we need to make the effort
to find a quieter space – to try to shut out the loudest noises, so we might make it
easier for ourselves to hear the Lord’s call.
I find myself reflecting on my own personal experience of that. I first had a hint of a
call to a priestly vocation at the age of 19; I began to study for the priesthood at the
age of 33. Was I actually ready to begin at 19? Not at all! Did I need to wait 14 years
to get ready? Sadly, no. It took that long because I turned away too quickly and, if I
am honest, stopped listening, or rather started paying more attention to other
voices. I got there in the end but, keeping to the theme of honesty, even now I don’t
always take the care to listen to the Lord’s continuing call to me. And that is very
foolish of me.
It is very easy in the modern world to get distracted. There are so many things,
events, and yes, voices, to which we find ourselves devoting our time and attention.
Some of them are good, some distinctly dodgy, but none of them are, in the end, as
important as the voice of Jesus. That is the voice of the one who loves us completely
and utterly and who desires the greatest possible good for us. Because of that, the
path on which He is calling us to follow necessarily leads to our greatest good, our
greatest joy. That makes listening for that voice the very essence of good sense, as
we say today, a no-brainer.
So, whether we are at the beginning of the journey or nearing its end, may we all
make a greater effort to hear the Lord’s voice amidst the noise, and perhaps make an
effort to find the quiet places in the world, and in our hearts and minds, to make it
easier to do so. May we keep doing that even as we walk the path, so we don’t go
astray. And may we all try not to wait 14 years!

Fr Chris Denham.

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Welcome to St Benedict’s

First Reading (Acts 13:14.43-52) Paul and Barnabas preach the Gospel firstly to the Jews but they

At the Orange Light level of the Covid Alert traffic light system
there is no limit for indoor or outdoor gatherings.

reject it; then they preach it to the gentiles who receive it with joy.
Second Reading (Rev 7:9.14-17) This contains a vision of those who will come through times of
persecution to share in Christ’s glory in heaven.
Gospel (Jn 10:27-30) Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will not allow anyone to snatch from his care
the sheep the Father has given him.
Next weeks readings: Acts 14:21-27; Rev 21:1-5; Jn 13:31-35.

You do not need to wear a face mask inside the church, but it is encouraged.
Scanning QR codes and vaccine passes are no longer required.
If unwell, please stay home.

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Please check the notice boards in the foyer for upcoming events

Each year after Easter the bishop celebrates the Mass of the Neophytes. This mass of
welcome to new Catholics is a time for all those who were baptised or received into the
Church to gather at the Cathedral for the bishop to welcome them to the family and to
recognise that we are a Church across parish boundaries. This year the Mass of
Welcome will be celebrated by Bishop Steve at the Cathedral of St Patrick and St
Joseph on Sunday 29 May at 4.30pm. All neophytes, their families and RCIA team
members are invited to join this special occasion. RSVP numbers attending by
Wednesday 18 May.

Alpha for couples starting July 2022 – limited places so register your interest early

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2022 runs from 30 May – 5 June. Please
join with us to celebrate together at this year’s Ecumenical Prayer Service on Sunday
12th June 2022, 6:30PM |15 Culperry Road |Glendene | Host: St Peter’s SyrianOrthodox
Church. Refreshments after service. Email pastoraloffice@cda.org.nz for further details.
Do you know someone who is blind or visually impaired that would appreciate access
to books on faith topics and inspiration? Perhaps you could put them in touch with the
Xavier Society for the Blind that provides braille and audio books free. See their website https://xaviersocietyfortheblind.org/ or email info@xaviersocietyfortheblind.org
Parish Secretary Vacancy - Glen Eden Parish
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish is looking for a new parish secretary. The role involves
general administrative tasks, managing invoices and reporting processes.
Applicants must be able to handle updating and maintenance of our website and be
proficient in MYOB. This is a part-time role between 25-30 hours per week.
Please submit your CV and covering letter outlining your interest in this role to
Darinjohnston710@gmail.com.
Te Kupenga – Catholic Leadership Institute advises that Semester 2 enrolment for
the Bachelor of Divinity and the Graduate Diploma in Theology programmes (both
Level 7 qualification) start on Monday 2 May. Go here for details:
Graduate Diploma In Theology: https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/.../our-programmes/grad
-dip-th/Bachelor of Divinity: https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/.../our.../bachelor-ofdivinity/

Dear couples
We hope you are both well. We would like to personally invite you to an Alpha course
for dating, engaged and married couples. This is a free course.
It’s an online course starting in July. We highly recommend this course and hope you
will give it some serious thought. You don’t have to be Catholic to attend. To find out
more about it have a look at this clip https://www.alpha.org.nz/catholic-context/
Please register your interest by 30th May 2022 to: marriageandfamily@cda.org.nz
Please put in the subject heading “Alpha for Couples” we will contact you very soon
with the dates. Thank you.
Kind regards
Marriage & Family Life Team
Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:
Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta.
We remember those who have died recently
And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Timoteo Samontina, Violet Dessa, Sr Mary Aloysius OP, Jason Hotere, Bartholomew Roach,
Martin Fairebrace, Trudi Johnston, Patrick Gilroy, John Numa, Seamus Casey, Bill Mitchell.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

