CHRISTMAS/FEAST

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
SUNDAY 9.30AM
SUNDAY 5.30PM
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE

Weekday Mass Times

Baptisms & Marriages

Ethnic Mass Times

Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
rd

Tongan: 3 Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held in the chapel.
(inside St Benedict’s Church,
to the side of the main altar)

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew
Parish Office Staff
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Miranda Wagg
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday midday
to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on
corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour
tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby
residents not the Church

OF THE

HOLY FAMILY ~ 25/26 DECEMBER

“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.” At last, the journeys’
end. For there have been different paths. Mary and Joseph, having travelled down
from Galilee, at last arrive weary into Bethlehem. The shepherds, making their way
down from the hills in the surrounding countryside, will soon reach the stable. A
few more days and the magi will have crossed far greater distances, followed the star
to this same end. And at the end of these three journeys, the child who is the glory of
God and peace to men and women.
Each of these journeys captures or reflects something of even longer, harder, travels.
In Mary and Joseph we see something of Israel’s journey towards the Promised
Land. This was the exodus journey out of slavery through a wilderness beset with
trials, the darkness of infidelity to the covenant, the persecution of the prophets,
dark days of foreign invasion and the desecration of God’s holy nation. Encapsulated
in the magi’s pilgrimage, lies the gentiles’ long search for God, the darkness of
idolatry, and perhaps the guiding light of reason. And, then, the shepherds who live
in the fields, a journey made by the homeless and migrant labourers, by the
marginalised outsiders who contend against the darkness of both material
deprivation and social exclusion. We might see within them also a reflection of our
own journey through the difficulties of the pandemic.
All find their journey’s end in the Christ child. It isn’t simply that each of these
travels finish at the same point, but in this common ending the travellers themselves
find a new commonality. What does the angel say? ‘I bring you news of great joy, a
joy to be shared by the whole people.’ That joy can be summed up in Shakespeare’s
line from Twelfth Night: “Journeys end in lovers meeting.” In the Incarnation we see
the One who loves us above all others come to meet us – as he continues to do each
day of our lives, most especially in the sacraments we once again will be able to
share. So we can share the amazement of the poet Sir John Betjeman:
Continued over page...

Continued from cover...

Welcome to Christmas at St Benedict’s

And is it true? And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me ?

We ask that visitors scan in with the Covid tracer app
and show their vaccine pass if vaccinated.
Wishing you all a very happy and Holy Christmas

And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~

CHRISTMAS NIGHT
First Reading (Is 9:1-7) This prophecy about the coming of a Saviour-child who will rescue his
people from oppression, is fulfilled in Jesus.

Second Reading (Tit 2:11-14) St Paul reminds us of what is expected of us if we are to enjoy the
salvation won for us by Jesus.

Gospel (Lk 2:1-14) We hear about the birth of Jesus, and how the news of his birth was brought

No love that in a family dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare –
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.

by angels to shepherds.

CHRISTMAS DAY
First Reading (Is 52:7-10) This great hymn of exultation at the return of the exiles from Babylon is
also a poem of joy at our redemption.

Second Reading (Heb 1:1-6) The whole history of God’s dealings with his people in the past was a
preparation for the coming of his Son at a particular moment in history.

Amid the joys and struggles of this Christmas let us remember to give thanks for that
great truth, God is with us, not just on this Christmas Day, but to the end of our lives
and beyond.

Gospel (Jn 1:1-18) This is a great hymn to the Word of God, the source of all life, whose coming
among us makes us children of God.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
First Reading (1 Sam 1:20-22.24-28) This deals with the birth of Samuel
and his consecration to God.

Fr Chris Denham

Second Reading (1 Jn 3:1-2.21-24) We are God’s children

Christmas Mass will be available
from the Diocesan YouTube channel
Christmas Eve from 5.30pm https://
youtu.be/ErWJvtL75MA. To join in
with full voice with the singing you
can download the Hymn Sheet
https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/Christmas2021-Shine-TV.pdf This Mass will
also be available on free to air TV on
Shine TV Christmas Day at 1.00pm
Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV
Channel 201.

and should live a life in keeping with this great dignity.
Gospel (Lk 2:41-52) The story of how the twelve-year-old Jesus got lost in Jerusalem shows that
misunderstandings can occur even in the best of families,
and gives us a glimpse of the true identity of Jesus.
Next weeks readings: Eccles 24:1-2.8-12; Eph 1:3-6.15-18; Jn 1:1-18.
Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta.
We remember those who have died recently
And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Verona Edwards, Luisa Jara, Milciades Martinez, Antony Rodriguez, Palepa Laueie,
Timothy Shanahan, Hugh Foley, Bernice Randell, Eulalie Purdom,
Margaret Betz, Tim Rogers, Patrick McNamara, Thomas Fou, Jemima Cotter,
Mary Murphy, Lena Swann, Mary Leggert.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

