4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ 19 DECEMBER 2021

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
SUNDAY 9.30AM
SUNDAY 5.30PM

As the celebration of Christmas draws near, we are reminded by the Gospel reading
of those who participated actively to prepare for the coming of the Lord.

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE

Weekday Mass Times

Baptisms & Marriages

Ethnic Mass Times

Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
rd

Tongan: 3 Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held in the chapel.
(inside St Benedict’s Church,
to the side of the main altar)

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew
Parish Office Staff
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Miranda Wagg
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday midday
to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on
corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour
tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby
residents not the Church

We have Mary, the humble handmaid who said “yes” to the plan of salvation and
heard that Elizabeth was with child. In a beautiful way, she brought her Son our
Lord to encounter John, who leapt for joy upon hearing Mary’s greeting, the same
way we too should leap for joy at this opportunity to meet Jesus Christ, the Word
made flesh and brought to us through the loving care of Mary, His mother and our
mother.
We also have Elizabeth, who recognised the significance of this encounter with
Mary and her Son, and continually praised God for giving her this immense gift.
Finally, we have John, who not only rejoiced in hearing the beautiful words, and
Mary and the awesome presence of the Saviour, but also set the stage for the future
ministry as the prophet of the Lord to prepare them for the coming of the Messiah.
All graces shown and shared by these holy men and women were not shared in vain,
but rather used wisely and generously throughout their lives in discipleship. They
did not dwell too long in this joyful occasion. Instead it became the source of
strength and courage for them all as they began the next chapter of their lives as
instruments of God’s grace. Mary went back to her home to prepare to the
imminent arrival of her Son, the Saviour of the world. Elizabeth continued to
nurture and care for the baby John to help him grow in holiness. John, in turn learnt
from the example of his elders, and when the time was right, used God’s grace to
begin his public ministry to prepare the way of the Lord.
May we too always share in the joy of the coming of our Lord, and use this
encounter wisely to grow in holiness and then be disciples of Christ to the whole
world.

Fr Francis Poon

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading (Mic 5:1-4) The prophet Micah announces to the beleaguered inhabitants of
Jerusalem that a Ruler will come from Bethlehem who will bring them peace.

Second Reading (Heb 10:5-10) Jesus came, not to offer the sacrifices of the old law, but to do the
will of God. His one perfect sacrifice replaced all the former sacrifices.
Gospel (Lk 1:39-45) Elizabeth praises Mary, and, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, hints at the
uniqueness of the child she has conceived.
Next weeks readings: 1 Sam 1:20-22.24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2.21-24; Lk 2:41-52.

Welcome to St Benedict’s
We ask that visitors scan in with the Covid tracer app
and show their vaccine pass if vaccinated.
For Christmas mass bookings please email the office
office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Resources in times of COVID-19 Protection Framework (traffic lights) The diocese
has a page dedicated to the key information for places of worship at this time This also
has a program of events that are available in the diocese during this time. https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/covid-protection-framework/ A reminder that the
diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass. It is uploaded at 5.30pm
Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201.

On 15 August, the newly commissioned art piece “Ko Hāta Maria, te Matua Wahine o
te Atua Holy Mary Mother of God” began a nationwide hikoi wairua (pilgrimage). The
art piece will journey through our diocese from 19 December 2021 to 15 February 2022.
The itinerary of the hikoi wairua is on the diocesan website
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/.
If you are wanting to view the artwork, please check with the host parish for church
opening times and any applicable health and safety guidelines. For information about
the art piece visit www.tearaamaria.nz

Mary MacKillop Retreat Centre
If anyone wishes to join our Mary MacKillop Retreat Centre database please contact
Sr Jill McLoughlin MBSpirituality@sosj.org.au This will ensure you will receive
information throughout the year about our retreats and reflections days.
What is happening with the Synod? To find out about the Synod, what it is exactly,
what’s happening locally consider signing up for Synod Snapshot a fortnightly
newsletter that after this week’s edition will be published fortnightly
from 26 of January.
Advent Time Out Day – Spend a day in quiet reflection at St Francis Retreat
Centre - 9:30am – 2:30pm ($30 includes lunch)
Mon 20 December Venue: St Francis Retreat Centre, 50 Hillsborough Rd,
Hillsborough. Bookings: admin@stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz

APARTMENT AVAILABLE FOR RENT
7A Alex Evans Street, Eden Terrace, Auckland City, Auckland
Studio apartment with one bathroom. Wonderful studio apartment, recently
renovated, available for immediate rental in early Jan 2022.Located at the rear of
St Benedict's Presbytery with full afternoon sun.
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/property/residential/rent/listing/3391111351?bof=pwdi6IL6

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta.
We remember those who have died recently
And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Kenneth Mahoney, Philomena Wong, Monsignor Paul Cronin, John Corboy,
Michael Atkinson, Phyllis Gall, James Treacy, Jill Coleman, Tony Parker, Fr Paddy Collins.

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

