
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Office Staff 
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catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

SUNDAY 9.30AM  
 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

 

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held in the chapel. 

(inside St Benedict’s Church, 

to the side of the main altar) 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

Gaudete Sunday - A ray of light - rejoice! 
 
In the picture of the first Christmas a ray of star light is often seen shining in the 
darkness and surrounding the child Jesus.  The third Sunday of Advent tells us 
‘Gaudéte, rejoice!’ because the Lord is near.  He is our light and our salvation.  He is 
our peace and our joy! Today we are called to rejoice in the Lord. Our readings today 
say ‘Lætáre, Ierúsalem, be joyful, Jerusalem, and all who love her!’ because she herself is 
loved by the Lord.  We are the new Jerusalem. 
 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst, you have no more evil to fear… 
have no fear, do not let your hands fall limp. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. 
 
As Christian’s we have optimism, positive thinking, happiness, gratitude, and the 
ability to look on the bright side of life.  This is truly an extra-ordinary gift from the 
Lord.  But we need to pray for it.  “Lord, be the light of my heart and mind, today!” 
When the Wise Men saw the star the Bible tells us that “they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy.”   
And again, the angel said to the Shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
It is part of human nature to sink into gloom especially in these rather dark Covid 
times but if we pray and trust in our Lord He will give us the gift of peace and joy, 
the gift of Christian optimism. 
The third candle of Advent is pink and it symbolises joy.  It is called the “Shepard's 
Candle,” and is pink because rose is the liturgical colour of joy. ... the joy we share 
with the humble shepherds. 
The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Eve.  
This candle is called the “Christ Candle” and reminds us Christ is our light and is 
near to us this Christmas.  
If we truly follow Jesus we are assured of true peace and joy while here on earth, and 
most importantly, in the life to come!  Peace and joy are the two great gifts of the 
Incarnation, because God Himself now dwells among us. 
 
God bless, Fr Andrew 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~  12 DECEMBER 2021 



Resources in times of COVID-19 Protection Framework (traffic lights) The diocese 
has a page dedicated to the key information for places of worship at this time This also 
has a program of events that are available in the diocese during this time. https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/covid-protection-framework/  A reminder that the  
diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm Satur-
day night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow  It is also broadcast on 
Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201. 
 
Update Ngā Tapuwae Cancellation 
It is with some sadness that we have decided to cancel Nga Tapuwae – our planned 
Northland pilgrimage scheduled for 6th-9th January 2022. This difficult decision has 
been made due to the uncertainty that Covid restrictions have placed on us for the 
Christmas and New Year timeframe. We hope and pray that we will be able to hikoi 
together again in the following year. Please do not hesitate to contact Deacon Stephen 
Fraser on stephenf@cda.org.nz or 021439407 if you have any questions. 
 
Advent Prayer and Action | An invitation – Advent is a Season of Hope. As we move 
out of a period of stay-at-home orders, with Covid-19 a reality in our communities and a 
sense of uncertainty we are hopeful that all shall be well. In this season when we  
prepare with hope for the coming of Emmanuel – God with us all are invited to join a 
circle of prayer. Prayer for ourselves, our communities, the world. Each morning from 
the first Sunday of Advent 28 November – Christmas Ever at 8.30am on the diocesan 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/aucklandcatholic  advent prayer will be  
offered. Young people from our school communities, representatives from parish and 
ethnic communities, diocesan staff will lead us prayer.  We the diocese gathering to 
pause and pray together.  Then at 10.30 am [ 1-24 December]  same place we will upload 
an Advent Calendar.  Not a digital chocolate but it will open up an Advent Action.   
A simple way to connect with the Gospel and live the hope of Advent.  Please join us. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

First Reading  (Zeph 3:14-18) Jerusalem is urged to rejoice because God stands in her midst.  

We too can take heart from this message of hope. 

 

Second Reading (Phil 4:4-7) Paul urges us to rejoice in the Lord, and to let go of anxiety by living 

in a spirit of prayer and thanksgiving.  
 

Gospel  (Lk 3:10-18) John the Baptist tells the people what they must do to prepare for the Lord’s 

coming and to escape his searching judgement.  
 

Next weeks readings: Mic 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45. 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Brian Culson, Julian Sargon, Pat Langdon, Kathleen Ryan, Richard Petricevich,  

John Hills, Joe Benson, Mimi Livingston, Kasanita Bell-Booth, 

Shirley Nausbaum, Theresa Stowers, Bob Courtney. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Welcome to St Benedict’s 
 

We ask that visitors scan in with the Covid tracer app  
and show their vaccine pass if vaccinated.  

 
The  MASS SCHEDULE has reverted back to normal times  

and is listed on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

Have you Installed   
“St Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 

 
It is regularly updated  

to keep our parish community  
informed and is the best tool we have  
to communicate quickly and easily. 

 
 

Download the St Benedict’s App  
from the App store  

on your mobile phone or tablet. 
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