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Mass schedule – commences Friday 3 
December and is subject to change 
 
Friday 
Reconciliation Rite I (11:45am)  
Mass (12:15pm) - Fr Albert 
Reconciliation Rite I (6:30pm)  
Mass (7:00pm) - Fr Andrew 
 
Saturday 
Mass (10:00am) - Fr Albert 
Reconciliation Rite I (5:30pm)  
Mass (6:00pm) - Fr Andrew 
 
Sunday 
Mass (9:30am) - Fr Andrew 
Mass (5:30pm) - Fr Albert 
 
Monday 
Mass (9:00am) - Fr Andrew  
 
Tuesday 
Reconciliation Rite I (11:45am) 
Mass (12:15pm) - Fr Andrew  
Reconciliation Rite I (6:30pm)  
Mass (7:00pm) - Fr Albert 
 
Wednesday 
Reconciliation Rite I (11:45am)  
Mass (12:15pm) - Fr Albert 
Reconciliation Rite I (6:30pm)  
Mass (7:00pm) - Fr Andrew 
 
Thursday 
Reconciliation Rite I (11:45am)  
Mass (12:15pm) - Fr Albert 
Reconciliation Rite I (6:30pm)  
Mass (7:00pm) - Fr Andrew. *Please note 
this mass is open to the unvaccinated* 
 

For details on ethnic masses please contact the 

chaplain directly. 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Advent is my favourite liturgical season of the year: I call it my "sweet Lent" because 
of its penitential aspects which, instead of leading to the horrors of a Cross, lead to 
the wood of a manger. And although it speaks, too, of suffering, poverty and 
injustice, it is softened by the love of a poor couple, the light of a bright star, the 
warmth of farm animals and the adoraton of shepherds, angels and kings! 
As kids we all looked forward to Christmas, probably more for the coming of Santa 
Claus (today is the feastday of the real St. Nicholas!) rather than the birth of our 
Saviour-King but in our own way we understood it wouldn't be Christmas without 
midnight Mass, Christmas carols and a Nativity scene or play of some sort. 
But St. Paul tells us that as adults in Christ, we put aside the things of a child  
(1 Cor 13, 11) to enter more deeply into this great mystery of faith, the Incarnation of 
the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinty! And that doesn't come easily in our 
world "hell-bent" on taking Christ out of Christmas (in Europe they are even talking 
of banning the use of words like "Christmas" and "Mary"!) 
But on this 2nd Sunday of Advent, the liturgy of the Word comes to our aid in the 
austere figure of the Baptist who is still shouting out today in the desert of  
pratical-atheistic societies, to awaken us from "peacefully-deadly" slumbers of 
superficiality and indifference, in order to give less attention to presents and more 
to preparing for the Presence of a Child, the Father's Gift of salvation for all the  
peoples of the world, for all time! 
The Word of the Lord that came to John in the wilderness and to Mary in her 
Womb, seeks a place also in our hearts this Christmas but, as the prophets Baruch 
and Luke tell us, we need to prepare a way for the Lord. This year we have been 
driven by covid into a forced-time of "sacramental-desert" but one in which the 
Word will have spoken clearly in our hearts. Now that a "red-light" permits greater 
freedoms, one of the best ways not to lose the "grace of lockdown" and the foremost 
way of making straight paths for the Coming of the Lord, is to avail ourselves of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (perhaps one of the first items on our list of things-to-
do before Christmas?!) 
A Saviour is given to save us from our sins (the wood of the manger is the same as 
that of the Cross!) He's seeking the only thing that is truly ours and the best gift we 
could ever give Him and ourselves...so let's give generously this Advent! 
 
Peace to all people loved by the Lord!  
 
Fr. James Walsh 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~  5 DECEMBER 2021 



Resources in times of COVID-19 Protection Framework (traffic lights) The diocese 
has a page dedicated to the key information for places of worship at this time This also 
has a program of events that are available in the diocese during this time. https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/covid-protection-framework/  A reminder that the dio-
cese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm Saturday 
night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow  It is also broadcast on 
Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

First Reading  (Bar 5:1-9) Jerusalem is told to forget the sufferings of the past because God is going 

to bring back her exiled children to her. 

 

Second Reading (Phil 1:3-6.8-11) Paul urges his fellow Christians to prepare for the second coming 

of Christ by pure and blameless lives.  
 

Gospel  (Lk 3:1-6) John the Baptist urges the people to prepare a way for the Lord through 

repentance.  
 

Next weeks readings: Zeph 3:14-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18. 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Have you Installed  “St Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 
It is regularly updated to keep our parish community informed  
and is the best tool we have to communicate quickly and easily. 

 
Download the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 

Potluck Dinner in the Crypt at St Benedict’s 
 

Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception of Mary 

Wednesday 8th December 
 

Starting after the 7 pm Mass 
Please bring wine and food to share.  

It will be a great fun evening! 
 

*Your registration is important* 
 

Please email:  
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz  or office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

100 capacity and usual Covid restrictions apply. 
P.S. Can we have please some volunteers to look after the kitchen. 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Lance Loader, Alfred Santos, Antonio Guzzo, David Pfahlert,  

David Shackleton, Mollie Baird, John Wishart, Bob Courtenay,  

Natividad dela Vina Baatista, Betty Fodermayer. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Covid Alert Level Update at St Benedicts—Welcome Back! 
With Auckland moving to the traffic light system at 11.59pm on Thursday 2 December, 

the church and parish office will re-open with certain restrictions in place. 
 

Visitors will need to scan in with the Covid tracer app  
and show their vaccine pass if vaccinated.  

 
The December mass schedule is listed on the back page of this newsletter. 

 
We require two volunteers on the door at every mass, one to check vaccine passes and 

one to monitor numbers. If you are able to help please contact the office. 
office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Introducing Father Albertus Suprapto 
 
Fr Albertus is joining us at St Benedict’s church 
to assist Fr Andrew with the additional masses 
during the red traffic light phase of the new 
Covid alert level framework. 
 
Fr Albertus is originally from West Borneo,  
Indonesia. Since arriving in New Zealand in July 
2015 Fr Albert has been based at several  
different Auckland parishes. 
 
Welcome Fr Albertus! 
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