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A reading from the gospel according to 
John…..adapted for children  
 
Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, 
the Roman Governor who ruled over   
Palestine. Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “Do you 
ask this because you want to know, or 
because others have told you to ask this?” 
Pilate said, “I am not Jewish, so why 
would I want to know? It is your own 
people, and their chief priests who have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” Jesus then said, “My kingdom is 
not of this world. If it were I would not  
be here before you now, for my men 
would have fought to rescue me.” “So, you 
are a king, then?” Pilate said. “You are the 
one who calls me king” replied Jesus, “I 
came into this world to share truth and 
love, and those people who know and love 
the truth will listen to me.”  
 
Unpacking the Gospel  
 
· What question does Pilate ask Jesus ?  
 
· Does Jesus say he is a King?  
Yes, but NOT of this world.  
 
· What does Jesus say he is King of ?  
Truth and love.  
 
· What do the people who know Jesus 
do ? Listen to his word.  
 
· How do we show we are on Jesus’ side 
and how can we show we are true to 
him ?  
By doing what he asks by loving others as 
much as he does.  
 
· What can help us to stay strong ?  
Asking Jesus for help, prayer etc 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

The solemnity of Christ the King marks the last Sunday of the liturgical year. This 
solemnity helps us to celebrate both the coming of Christ, at the end of time, and 
prepares us for the season of Advent, which begins next Sunday. This feast of Christ 
the King calls us to ponder Jesus in a slightly different way, we are called to think 
about his royalty and divinity. This Sunday also calls us to ponder Christ as the 
victorious King, for in the end, “he will come to judge the living and the dead”. This 
well-worn phrase from the Creed is also intrinsically linked to the Kingship of 
Christ.  
At this period of the liturgical year, it is good to meditate on what is our 
understanding of a King, the role that a King might play, and if our idea is the same 
as the Kingship that is exercised by Christ. In our day and age monarchy and their 
influence in our world is certainly diminishing. Many people might think that a 
monarch is just type of civil servant, who has inherited the public role that they 
play. The example that we are most familiar with is the British Royal family, and our 
experience of how they live is certainly different from what previous monarchies 
looked like and is not even close to what a “Davidic King” is like. The British 
monarch is the head of state but does not have the authority to rule, whereas Christ 
the King has been given absolute authority. We also see monarchs interceding for 
people, usually this takes the form of them having a set number of charities and 
organisations that they promote and help in the fundraising efforts. They intercede 
through influence and not through their own power and authority. However, Christ 
is our only mediator with the Father, and he is not reliant on any secondary source 
in order to mediate on behalf of us, Christ has the authority, influence and 
dominion. In the past a monarch would also act as a judge, adjudicating on matters 
of state and certain domestic disputes. In contrast the royals of today are no longer 
part of the legal system by birth right, yet Christ is our King and Judge by his birth 
right. Christ is always taking our petitions, our prayers and responding to them in a 
much more timely way than any earth bound ruler could. 
The above description of Kingship does appear quite serious and even a little dry 
and functional, but this is only a small aspect of Christ’s Kingship. Kings have 
servants, but Christ doesn’t call us servants any longer, but calls us his friends       
(Jn 15:15). We have a very influential friend, not someone with some or a little bit of 
power or influence, but a friend with absolute power and authority, a friend who 
only wants the best for us. When we meet people with power or influence, we 
sometimes only think of their office, and forget that they are a person too. Christ the 
King is our friend and a friend that cares more about us than we could ever 

comprehend.  Continued over page... 

THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING ~  21 NOVEMBER 2021 



The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during 
this time https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-
and-covid-level-4/ A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday 
Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the 
Youtube channel Auckland Catholic https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow  
It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV 
Channel 201. 
 
Advent Prayer and Action | An invitation – Advent is a Season of Hope. Each     
morning from the first Sunday of Advent 28 November – Christmas Ever at 8.30am on 
the diocesan Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/aucklandcatholic  advent  
prayer will be  offered. Then at 10.30 am [ 1-24 December]  same place we will upload an 
Advent Calendar.  Not a digital chocolate but it will open up an Advent Action.  A   
simple way to connect with the Gospel and live the hope of Advent.  Please join us.  
 
Nominations for Tu Kahikatea Awards 2021 are now open. Do you know a young 
person aged 35 years or younger who has made an outstanding contribution to ministry 
for more than 3 years? Nominate them for a Tu Kahikatea Award by visiting our      
website www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/acym/tu-kahikatea-awards/. Nominations close 
15th December.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ CHRIST THE KING 
 

 

First Reading  (Dan 7:13-14) The prophet Daniel foresees the coming of one who will have 

dominion over all peoples. Christians see this as a reference to Christ, the Universal King.  

 

Second Reading (Rev 1:5-8) Christ will take full possession of his kingdom only at the end of time.  
 

Gospel  (Jn 18.33-37) Jesus declares before Pilate that he is indeed a King, but that his kingdom is 

not like the kingdoms of this world. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:12-4:2; Lk 21:25-28,34-36 

. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Continued from front cover… 
It is a comforting thought to know that we have a God who has a profound care for us, 
and this is why we should lean on that friendship, both in the good times, sharing our 
successes and thanking him for his assistance. In the bad times, taking our troubles to 
him, placing all our burdens before him so that our load becomes easy to bear and our 
burden becomes light. At the end of the liturgical year Christ comes to remind us that 
he has all power and has won the victory, and this victory was so that his friends might 
be able to share in his reward, and the most beautiful part about this is that Christ 
numbers you as one of his friends. 
 
Fr Tony King-Archer 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Joanne Ahmu, Joe Reagan, Ruth Hogan, Brian Henderson, Evangeline Ashby,  

Dorothy Fleming, Patrick Keenan, Michael Swann, Joan Scanlan,  

Vicky Kennedy, Monica Managh, Christopher Byrne, Brian Mercer. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Level 3 at St Benedicts 
With Auckland remaining at Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  

Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 
 

Install  “St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

 
If you use Facebook you can also  follow the official page  

“St Benedict’s Church, Auckland” 
https://www.facebook.com/StBenedictsAuckland 

 

Columban Art Calendar 2022 
 

The 2022 calendars are now  
available from St Benedict’s Parish Office. 

 
Please email Miranda  

if you wish to place an order. 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 
Calendars are $12 each.  

Please indicate whether you wish to pay  
via bank transfer or cash on pickup. 

 
Pickup is from the parish office,  

Fridays between 10am and 2pm,  
or other times by prior arrangement. 

 
Please note that due to the current Covid 
Alert Level, all pickups will be contactless 
and therefore we are only able to provide                               
copies to parishioners who have placed 

an order via email. 
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