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A reading from the gospel according 
to Mark…..adapted for children  
 
A large crowd was listening to Jesus. 
He told them, “Watch out for people 
who pretend to be important, who 
walk around in special robes and  
expect people to do what they say, 
and expect the best seats in the  
Temple and at parties. They often 
cheat people especially widows, and 
rob them of their homes. They make a 
big show of being proper and saying 
long prayers. They will suffer in the 
end for their pretending.” Jesus sat in 
the Temple watching the people 
throw their money into the large  
collection bowl. Many rich people put 
lots of money into it. A poor widow 
came along and threw in two cents.  
 
Jesus called his friends and said: “You 
see that poor woman? I tell you that 
she has thrown more than anybody 
else into the bowl. All the others had 
plenty to give. She had very little  
money, but she gave everything she 
had.”  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

We are now into the month of November – the last month of the liturgical year. 
Fittingly we began November by fixing our gaze on the “multitudes dressed in 
white” (Rev 7, 13) with the hope and desire that we too, in the end, will be 
numbered among “the Elect”: not just all our favourite recognised saints (can’t wait 
to meet JPII!) but also “those who have gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith” (can’t wait to embrace mum and dad again!)  
And so immediately our attention moved to the Holy Souls of Purgatory as we pray 
Rosaries, offer Masses, visit cemeteries whilst trying to earn all the indulgences 
offered by the Church for this very worthy spiritual work of mercy. 
Therefore, for Christians, November lends itself well to revisit some BIG questions: 
the meaning of life (what must I do to have Eternal life?) and death (with the 
backdrop of a world pandemic and climate-change). In short, explore the reasons 
for the hope in us (1 Pt 3, 15) to participate in the Victory over death of Christ our 
King! (3rd Sunday of November) 
In this context I wish to consider this Sunday’s readings: both the 1st and Gospel 
readings present the figure of a widow who, despite the precariousness of her life, 
acts with trustful abandonment to Divine Providence and is rewarded by a miracle 
in the first case, whilst earning the praise of Jesus in the second. Both widows were 
prepared to do what the rich man of the Gospel (Mark 10, 17-30) couldn’t do - give 
everything to God! In doing so, put into practice the “greatest commandment” of 
last Sunday’s gospel.  
We, too, like that scribe, may not be far from the kingdom of heaven but the 
teaching in today’s Gospel challenges us to enter in! It begs the question: do I see my 
practice of religion is more like that of the scribes or like that of the widow? Do I 
give to God and neighbour only what is left over from the abundance I give myself? 
Or am I striving to enter the kingdom of God by the narrow door (“the eye of a 
needle”) guided by the logic of “giving all”, the very nature of love? Perhaps a little 
acid test may help in discerning the answer:  

Do I regularly and generously share my economic goods with the more needy?  
Do I do it with joy? (2 Cor 9, 7) 
How generous am I with the time I dedicate to prayer? Does God get scraps, the 

“left-overs” of my time or the “first fruits”?  
Who’s winning in the “Caesar-Mammon vs God” battle?? 
 
“Christ will appear a second time to reward with salvation those who are 

waiting for Him”! 
(cf. today’s 2nd reading from Hebrews 9,28) 
 
Blessings! Fr. James 

32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  7 NOVEMBER 2021 



 
Resources in times of Lockdown  

 

The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during 
this time https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-
and-covid-level-4/ This also has a program of events that are available in the diocese 
during this time.  For those at level 2 https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020
-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-2/ will be a useful resource.  

A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is         
uploaded at 5.30pm  Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel 
Auckland Catholic https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-
mOW1mJSzfow                                 

It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV 
Channel 201.  
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP for STUDY at  
TE KUPENGA CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE   

 
Bishop Patrick Dunn, the Catholic Bishop of Auckland, is pleased to call for  
applications for the Ruth Miller Scholarship for study at Te Kupenga Catholic Theological 
College.  This scholarship will be available for a selected number of people who intend 
to do one or more Theology papers at Te Kupenga Catholic Theological                        
College towards a Bachelor of Theology degree in 2022.  
 
For further information about this scholarship and to receive an application form, 
please contact Catherine Ryan,  Vicar for Education, Email: catheriner@cda.org.nz.  
 
The closing date for applications is 3 DECEMBER 2021   
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (1 Kgs 17:10-16) In the middle of a famine, a poor widow shares the last of her food 

with the prophet Elijah, and far from losing by so doing, she is enriched. 

 

Second Reading (Heb 9:24-28) Through his death Christ has taken our sins upon himself and has 

opened the door to salvation.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 12:38-44) In the eyes of others the offering of the widow was the least, but in the 

eyes of Christ it was the greatest. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Dan 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14.18; Mk 13:24-32. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Edmund Treacy, Louisa Hanfling, Dora Wenzlick, Erin Lister, Michael Rozijn,  

Bishop John Cunneen, Soane Watkins, Thomas Doran,  

William Craigie, Rene Colebourne, Joan Lister. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

 
Level 3 at St Benedicts 

 
With Auckland remaining at Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  

Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 
 

Install  “St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

 

 
World Youth Day 2021 // Stand Up! | Sunday 21/11, 7pm 

 
 
 
Stand up and get excited for 
World Youth Day 2021!  
 
Bishop Patrick Dunn, Bishop    
Michael Gielen and the ACYM 
team invite you to join us on 
Facebook Live to celebrate 
World Youth Day, as we live 
out this year’s theme of “Stand 
up. I appoint you as a witness 
of what you have seen.”  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
AKCYM 
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