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A reading from the gospel 
according to Luke 
…..adapted for children  
 
Jesus said to his disciples,  
“When you see the signs in the  
sun and moon and stars,  
you will know that the time  
has come for the Son of God to 
return.  
 
Do not be afraid when all 
these things happen,  
but be filled with joy to see  
the power and glory of God.  
Stay awake and be ready,  
because only my heavenly Father  
knows when this day will come.” 
 
 
Message... 
 
When we show love, kindness, 
joy etc with others,  
We are showing that Jesus is  
living within us.  
And by these small acts of  
goodness, we will be  
Ready to fully enjoy the  
celebrations which take  
Place at Christmas and at the 
end of time.  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

 
I think we can safely say this year’s Advent has crept up on us, perhaps not 
by surprise, but by the fact that we have been in lockdown for so long. The 
message of this Sunday, “to be prepared for the coming of the Lord”, can 
provide for us a timely reminder that we should always be prepared. It is so 
easy to allow different things in life to distract us from who we truly are, that 
is disciples of Christ, and that all of us are called to walk resolutely on the 
journey to become closer to our Father in heaven. Sometimes out of the 
circumstances of the times of our lives, for example with no masses to attend 
physically during lockdown, and sometimes out of our own weakness, for 
example allowing our own spiritual lives to deteriorate by being distracted 
or lazy, we can easily slip away from the normal practices that are there to 
bring us close to our Lord. 
 
May this Advent be a time of renewal for us. Watch and be ready for the 
coming of the Lord. People overseas have labelled the lifting of Covid 
restrictions as “freedom day”, and many in our community have called it by 
that name too. Let us remember, as we return more and more to a “normal” 
and free way of life, that true freedom can only come from God, and that He 
has sent His Son into this world to free us from our sins, truly liberated and a 
made worthy to share in eternal joy. 
 

Fr Francis Poon 

 

 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~  28 NOVEMBER 2021 



The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during 
this time https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-
and-covid-level-4/ A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday 
Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the 
Youtube channel Auckland Catholic https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow  
It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV 
Channel 201. 
 
CALLING ST JOHN’S OLD BOYS FROM 1962-65 St John’s College Hamilton is        
inviting our very first pupils to a special 60th celebration on 2 February 2022. Please 
help us connect with those Old Boys that started at our new College from 1962 – 1965. 
More information is on the College website to register your interest, or please phone us 
at the Office  with your contact details. www.stjohns-hamilton.school.nz or Phone 07 
856 7091 
 
Pax Christi Aotearoa NZ will be having their 2021 Annual General Meeting on               
11 December at Te Waipuna Puawai, 12A Umere Crescent, Ellerslie, Auckland from 
10am -2pm.  Please bring something for a shared lunch.  To register your attendance 
please contact paxchristiaotearoa@gmail.com . Note: If COVID restrictions are still in 
place, the AGM will be moved to the Zoom Platform.' 
 
VACANCY AT ST JOHN VIANNEY HOUSE 
We are looking for an energetic, keen home cook, who enjoys preparing simple, tasty 
and nutritious meals, including some home baking.  
The position is to act as a relief cook, to cover absences and holidays, but could include 
a regular 5-7.30 pm shift. The shifts would be either breakfast and lunch, or an evening 
meal. The applicant should therefore have flexibility in their lives to be available at 
short notice. St John Vianney House is a live in retirement home for priests, around 10 
in number. The successful applicant would need to provide a record of double Covid 19 
vaccination. Please contact Birgitte 0211866119, or email birgitterh@cda.org.nz  

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

First Reading  (Jer 33:14-16) The prophet assures the people that God will send  

the promised one, the Messiah. 

 

Second Reading (1 Thess 3:12-4:2) Paul prays that the Lord may deepen the love the Thessalonians 

have for each other, and thus prepare them for the second coming of Christ.  
 

Gospel  (Lk 21:25-28,34-36) In language borrowed from the Old Testament,  

Luke describes the second coming of Christ.  

Christians should prepare for it with confidence, vigilance and prayer. 
 

Next weeks readings: Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:3-6.8-11; Lk 3:1-6. 

 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

John Fouhy, Maureen Murphy, Walter Peasente, Nita Grinter, Msgr James Shannahan,  

Tony Blaskovich, Albert Lisala, James Ropata, BJ Nathan,  

Fr Alfred Hyde (5th parish priest of St Benedicts), Sean Webb, Fifita Ramanlal. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Covid Alert Level Update at St Benedicts—Welcome Back! 
With Auckland moving to the traffic light system at 11.59pm on Thursday 2 December, 

the church and parish office will re-open with certain restrictions in place. 
 

Visitors will need to scan in with the Covid tracer app and show their vaccine pass.  
The current mass schedule will be extended with additional masses, to allow for fewer 

parishioners at each mass. The new mass schedule will be released shortly. 
We require two volunteers on the door at every mass, one to check vaccine passes and 

one to monitor numbers. If you are able to help please contact the office. 

Have you Installed  “St Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 
It is regularly updated to keep our parish community informed  
and is the best tool we have to communicate quickly and easily. 

 
Download the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-4/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-4/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow
http://www.stjohns-hamilton.school.nz
mailto:paxchristiaotearoa@gmail.com
mailto:birgitterh@cda.org.nz

