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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

A reading from the gospel  
according to Mark 
(adapted for children) 
 
One of the scribes came to Jesus and 
asked,  
“Which of God’s commandments is 
the most important?”  
 
Jesus answered,  
“To love God with all your heart and 
all your mind and all your strength, 
and to love others as much as you love 
yourself. These commandments came 
before all the others.”  
 
“What you have said is true, because 
nothing is more important than loving 
God and loving your neighbours.”  
 
Seeing that the scribe was wise and 
good, Jesus said to him, “My friend, 
what you have said will please God 
and keep you close to him.”  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

 
This Sunday is Mission Sunday, on this Sunday we are reminded to pray for, 
support, and remember the work of the Pontifical Mission Society. Upon reflection 
of this Sunday and the emphasis of mission, an old saying sprang into my mind, “I’m 
on a mission”. This saying which used to be more popular and trendier many years 
ago has a depth to it, it is not just a cheeky way of saying that one is busy, but a 
statement of urgency. It conveys a message of urgency by stating that the person has 
been tasked with a very important. A job which is now the singular focus of all of 
one’s efforts. Each one of us has been given a mission, this mission was given to us 
by virtue of our baptism. We are called to share the good things that have been 
given to us, and the greatest good that we have received is the gift of Faith. 
Faith is a free gift from God to enter into an everlasting loving relationship with 
him. It is a gift that we must nurture through our cooperation with God’s will in our 
life. It is a gift that helps us to rely on God more and more, it also helps us to know 
that God has our best in mind at every stage of our life. Once we have experienced 
this great goodness that God has to offer it becomes natural for us to desire to share 
this gift with others. While we are unable to give this gift out to people, because it 
is not possible for us to bestow the gift of Faith, as it is the prerogative of the 
Almighty to bestow it on a person. However, we can still help to prepare the ground 
for this divine action. In a way our missionary efforts are like the actions of a good 
gardener who prepares the ground for planting. A good gardener makes sure that 
the environment is perfect for seeds to germinate, and this power of germination is 
akin to the divine imparting of the gift of Faith. We can’t force this process, but we 
can prepare for it, and so it is the same in our missionary life. We can invite, share, 
and propose a relationship with God, but we cannot force this relationship’s 
germination. 
The encounter that Jesus has with the scribe in the Gospel this Sunday shows this 
preparatory process at work. Jesus and the scribe discuss the importance of loving 
God and which of the commands is the greatest, and the scribe tells Jesus that 
loving God is the first command and the second is loving one’s neighbour. At the 
end of the Gospel we hear Jesus telling the scribe that he is close to the Kingdom of 
Heaven because he answers the question with great wisdom. We witness the scribe 
cooperating with the gift of Faith, which prepares him to come closer in 
relationship with God. Each one of us is called to foster this relationship with God, 
just as the scribe was doing, and through this we are called into the mission of the 
Church to spread the love of God through our words and actions.  
 
Blessings, 
Fr Tony King-Archer 

31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  31 OCTOBER 2021 



 
Resources in times of Lockdown  

 

The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during 
this time https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-
and-covid-level-4/ This also has a program of events that are available in the diocese 
during this time.  For those at level 2 https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020
-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-2/ will be a useful resource. A reminder that 
the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm  
Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow                                 

It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV  
 

All Souls Online Mass from the Cathedral  Live on the St Patrick’s Cathedral            
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksnz/ https://www.facebook.com/
events/229203402533574/?ref=newsfeed 7.30 pm Tuesday 2 November.  Join Fr Chris, 
Fr Tony & Fr James for Mass as we pray especially for those who have died over the 
past 2 years.  
If you would like a loved ones name to be included in a memorial book that will be 
placed on the altar during the Mass please email info@stpatricks.org.nz.  

CDA Financial Administrator Vacancy We are seeking an individual with sound   
accounting skills and broad financial administration experience to undertake this      
full-time role within the Diocesan Centre Finance team. 
The role has responsibility of accounts receivable, accounts payable, bank                    
reconciliation functions and general financial administration and support. 
To view the full advert and job description, please visit our website 
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz under Diocesan Services and Staff Vacancies. 
 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Deut 6:2-6) To love God means to keep his commandments, especially the great 

commandment of love. 

 

Second Reading (Heb 7:23-28) This reading shows the superiority of Christ over the priests of the 

Old Testament.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 12:28-34) Jesus tells us what the two most important of God’s commandments are. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Fr Fintan Campbell OP, Regina Maher, Violet Watson, Harry O’Donnell,  

Zita Jayesinghe, Maureen McQuoid, Alice Batty, Robert McKnight, Patrick Kyne,  

Lyn Peoples, Peter Alvez, John Castle, Alice Murphy, Marion Fox,  

Kathleen Reardon, Des Rosser, Helena Mondeiro, Stuart Drube. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

 
Level 3 at St Benedicts 

 
With Auckland remaining at Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  

Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 
 

Install  “St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

 

 
Try Alpha Online:  A message from Bishop Michael:  These are challenging days … 
what about those who don’t know our Lord’s love, who don’t know the comfort of 
faith, who don’t know the surety of eternal life and the deep forgiveness and peace that 
Jesus’s mercy brings?  Alpha is the most gentle way I’ve found to share the good news of 
Jesus.  I will be offering Alpha online (via Zoom) for 8 interactive sessions at 7.30pm on 
a Tuesday night starting 2 November.  Who can you invite?  Be courageous and invite 
people you know who don’t have faith, or people who have maybe lost their faith, to 
come and know him in a new and fresh way.  Be assured there’s no pressure, no follow-
up and no charge; it’s an open, informal, and honest space to explore and discuss life’s 
big questions together.  For more information go to: https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/alpha-online-registration/                                                      
or contact Teresa on 021 649 012 or alpha@cda.org.nz.   
 
World Youth Day 2021 // Stand Up! | Sunday 21/11, 7pm 
Stand up and get excited for World Youth Day 2021! Bishop Patrick Dunn, Bishop    
Michael Gielen and the ACYM team invite you to join us on Facebook Live to celebrate 
World Youth Day, as we live out this year’s theme of “Stand up. I appoint you as a    
witness of what you have seen.”  
https://www.facebook.com/AKCYM 
 
New CDA Connect issue out now!  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/services/cda-connect/  
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