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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

A reading from the gospel according 
to Mark 
adapted for children  
 
Jesus was on his way out of Jericho 
with a large crowd of people. A blind 
man, called Bartimaeus, sat at the 
roadside, as he always did, begging.  
 
When he heard that Jesus was passing 
he began shouting ‘Jesus, Son of David! 
Have mercy on me!’ The people around 
him tried to shush him, but he    
shouted even louder ‘Jesus, Son of   
David! Have pity on me!’  
 
Jesus stopped and said ‘Bring him 
here.’ To the blind man he said ‘Don’t 
worry, it’s me, Jesus, calling you.’  
 
Bartimaeus jumped up immediately 
and went to Jesus. ‘What do you want 
from me?’ asked Jesus. ‘Master, let me 
see again.’ ‘Go’, said Jesus, ‘your faith 
has saved you.’  
 
Immediately, Bartimaeus could see 
again, and he followed Jesus along the 
road.  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Our Gospel this Sunday has at its centre an archetypal miracle of Jesus – the healing 
of a blind man. If you want to hear my take on the meaning of this particular 
miracle, I invite you to join me at 11 this Sunday for the livestream (https://
www.facebook.com/stpatricksnz/) of our mass, where my homily will be discussing 
just that. But before we can consider the meaning we perhaps need to examine our 
understanding of miracles in general. I have found the work of the English 
theologian Aidan Nichols helpful in this. 
 
He notes that since the eighteenth century, miracles have had a bad press in 
European thought. The position of the Scottish philosopher David Hume is typical. 
Hume doesn’t try to prove that in a world set up by a Creator miracles are 
impossible. To claim that, he thought, would imply a hot line to the mind of God 
quite as dogmatic as the one claimed by believers. Hume simply points out how it is 
part and parcel of being reasonable, being rational, to accept that the world is 
orderly and predictable: that the sun will rise each morning and my toothbrush will 
not have changed overnight into a tortoise. So, Hume concludes, it’s always more 
reasonable to suppose that something has gone wrong with the evidence than to 
accept that a miracle actually happened – unless, that is, we have absolutely 
overwhelming evidence in the miracle’s favour which in practice we never do have. 
The question to put to Hume, and to all who reject miracles, is this: what kind of 
order, in the last analysis, is the order of the world? Only by answering that 
question can we find our way to the kind of rationality appropriate to 
understanding an ‘orderly’ world. 
 
Might it not be the case that the order of the world is ultimately the order of the 
purposes of a good God, a loving God, who has chosen to intervene in history so as 
to draw human beings to Himself? If that is the order of the world, then a miracle 
might be supremely orderly: it might fit in beautifully with the long-term or 
structural purposes of the Creator. And only biblical thought, then, would be 
adequate to living in such a world where God is active. 
 
So a miracle is a rational concept after all. It is an event – unusual but by no means 
unknown – where the personal God intervenes in nature so as to show His hand, to 
give us a direct glimpse of His goals in history. A miracle is not then a party trick, to 
demonstrate the existence of God, but always an act of teaching. What then does 
this particular miracle, the healing of Bartimaeus teach us? Well, join me on Sunday, 
and perhaps we can find out together. 
 
Fr Chris Denham 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  24 OCTOBER 2021 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksnz/
https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksnz/


Resources in times of Lockdown  
 

The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during 
this time https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-
and-covid-level-4/ This also has a program of events that are available in the diocese 
during this time.  For those at level 2 https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020
-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-2/ will be a useful resource. A reminder that 
the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is uploaded at 5.30pm  
Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow                                 

It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV 
Channel 201. 

New CDA Connect issue out now!  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/services/cda-connect/  
 
Diocesan Job Vacancy Executive Officer  We are seeking a highly capable and        
experienced Executive Officer.  Our Executive Officer will provide executive support in 
governance, legal, property, finance, treasury, human resources, risk and compliance as 
well as supporting the GM on strategic projects and initiatives.  We’re looking for a 
people person with great communication, relationship, and administration skills. 
Sound judgement, accountability, discretion, initiative, and the ability to work          
autonomously, efficiently and professionally are essential for the success of this position 
and its reputation. Please visit the Diocesan website www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz to 
view the full advert, position description.                                                                             
Applications are via SEEK and close on 3 November.  
 
World Youth Day 2021 // Stand Up! | Sunday 21/11, 7pm 
Stand up and get excited for World Youth Day 2021! Bishop Patrick Dunn, Bishop    
Michael Gielen and the ACYM team invite you to join us on Facebook Live to celebrate 
World Youth Day, as we live out this year’s theme of “Stand up. I appoint you as a    
witness of what you have seen.”  

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Jer 31:7-9) The prophet foretells the return of God’s people from exile in Babylon. 

Even the most helpless will share in the joy of this great event. 

 

Second Reading (Heb 5:1-6) This reading sets out the things that are required of a priest, and shows 

how Christ met these perfectly.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 10:46-52) Jesus hears the cry of a blind man and gives him back his sight. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Deut 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12:28-34. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Kathleen Junge, Gwen McCarthy, Eileen O’Brien, John Geddes, Nora Lavan,  

Christian Nicoll, Fr Ernie Milne IC, Janine Holt, Joan Smith, Colleen Green,  

Kathy Lister, Louisa Potter, Don Hall, Thomas Weal, Marie Green. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Level 3 at St Benedicts 
 

With Auckland remaining at Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  
Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 

 
Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s 

The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with 
our parishioners. Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has     
become clear, that under lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more   

effective if we are all using this modern electronic method of communication. We are 
now urging all parishioners to download the St Benedict’s App from the App store on 

your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Install  “St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

Thanksgiving Celebration Liturgy 2021 
On behalf of The Auckland Diocese, and Bishop Michael, we cordially invite all parish 
volunteers and Lay leaders, to share in our online liturgy of Thanksgiving. We wish to 
thank and honour you all for your desire to build the kingdom in a year that has been 
disrupted by Covid. The Liturgy will be held online on Saturday 6th November 2021, 
starting at 5.30pm  www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz See you all there!! 
 
End of Life Prayer Day 7 November On November 7 the Euthanasia and Assisted   
Suicide (EAS) law, the End-of-Life Choice Act 2019, comes into effect. Family Life    
International (FLI) has set aside Friday 5 November as a Day of Reparation, in addition 
to prayers on Sunday 7th November, and has provided information at 
https://fli.org.nz/2021/10/11/large-pay-outs-for-nz-health-practitioners-who-provide-
euthanasia-and-assisted-suicide/ Voice For Life are also co-ordinating a nation-wide 
End of Life Prayer Day on Sunday 7 November.  Resources including readings and  
prayers of the faithful at https://www.voiceforlife.org.nz/events/end-of-life-prayer-day-
2021. Further information is at www.euthanasiafree.org.nz 
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