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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

A reading from the gospel according to 
Mark (adapted for children)  
 
A man came to Jesus and asked: 
“Master, what must I do to share  
everlasting life with God?”  
Jesus answered: “First you must obey 
all of God’s commandments.”  
The man said: “I have always tried to 
live according to the rules of God”  
Jesus looked at the man and liked him 
very much. He could see his goodness 
and love, and said to him. “Then you 
must sell everything you own and give 
all your money away. By doing this you 
will have riches in heaven, instead of 
here on earth.”  
The man walked away very sadly  
because he was a very wealthy man. 
Jesus said to his friends: “It is easier for 
a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.”  
 
Click the link to watch a short video... 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=V7u3-uKEA-Q 

 
 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

 
The rich young man who comes to Jesus to ask for guidance is one of the best 
known figures in the New Testament. And his encounter with Our Lord produced 
one of the more startling images in the Scriptures – a camel trying to pass through 
the eye of a needle. Familiar and striking thought the tale may be, it is all too easy in 
focusing on the eye of the needle to miss the point! 
Perhaps the most important words to heed in the story are the response of the 
disciples, “who, then, can be saved?” It is all too easy to say the message of the 
encounter is that wealth is bad, or rich people are bad, or Jeff Bezos and Bill Gates 
are really in trouble. But the disciples certainly weren’t rich, and yet (for once) they 
got the point – the warning applied to them, just as much as the rich young man.  
People without money, after all, can spend just as much time obsessing over it as the 
rich. “If only I had money, everything would be easy.” “If only I won Lotto, all my 
troubles would be over.” This is the real danger of wealth. Many of the things we 
might like to do with money may well be good. But the ability to do them can give 
us the very dangerous misconception that we are in control. Riches can insulate us 
from some things, so that we can have the illusion that we are in control of our lives. 
Yet, as perhaps the pandemic has shown some of us more clearly, life is very 
precarious. Ultimately everything rests in the hands of God. 
Wealth can be one of the greatest distractions. There are many others, of course. 
Food, sex, entertainment, travel, and new experiences of every kind. Of course, 
money can buy many of them, that’s why it is dangerous. And most of them are 
basically good. But they are not God. We may not have the wealth to buy all of 
them, but all of us have one or more of them that occupy a greater part in our lives 
than they should. If Our Lord were to come to us and say “Give that up, and you’ll 
have treasure in heaven. And come follow me,” we would struggle. We might well 
want to walk away in sadness. 
But, of course, it isn’t “if”. Jesus does come to us and say exactly that. I don’t know 
about you, but I find it very hard to follow that call. Thankfully there is the great 
message of joy from Our Lord in response to the disciples’ distress. It may be 
humanly impossible, but nothing is impossible for God. We are to rely on God, not 
on wealth, or those other things that we believe will make us happy, but that is even 
so of our turning from the various false gods we have made for ourselves, and 
especially in our finding forgiveness for our reliance on false gods in the past. We 
rely on the power of God, and what we cannot do, he will do by his power. And we 
will have treasure in heaven. 
 

Fr Chris Denham 

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  10 OCTOBER 2021 



Resources in times of Lockdown  
 
 

A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is         
uploaded at 5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel 
Auckland Catholic https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-
mOW1mJSzfow .  It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV 
Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201. 

Weekend Worship Join us for another night of spirit-filled praise and worship, led by 
some of our very talented musicians from the Takapuna parish. This event is family 
friendly, and people of all ages are welcome. Saturday 09 October, 8:00pm Facebook 
 

 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/a816212b-9754-4550-9c1b-7f3db9fa1269 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Wis 7:7-11) This is a passage in praise of wisdom. It is presented as a speech of 

Solomon. 

 

Second Reading (Heb 4:12-13) God’s word is effective and is a source of true wisdom for us.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 10:17-30) The case of a good young man who refuses to follow Christ because he is 

unwilling to part with his wealth. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently: Bernice Edwards 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Senia Auva’a, Fr Peter Kay, Darry McCarthy, Victor Jesu’s Aquino, Mary Mahoney,  

Herbert Robinson, Helen Reardon, Muriel McLeod, Margaret Blewett, Patricia Borg,  

Ron Milicich, Rosario Felix, Ron Milicich, Wilhelmina Spangerdt. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Level 3 at St Benedicts 
 

With Auckland remaining at Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  
Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 

Support Life Sunday – Supporting and Honouring Faith Carers 
Join us on Sunday evening, October 10 at 5.00pm as we gather in prayer  
for Support Life Sunday.  
Zoom Link           Meeting ID: 814 4318 8862           Passcode: 172106                              
Live on YouTube    
 
Jubilee Bursary Open for Semester 1, 2022 Contribution towards fees for Theology 
and RE courses at degree and post grad level Applications close Thursday, 11 Nov 2021 
please contact: Michelle Jarvis michellej@cda.org.nz  
 
Pope Francis will officially open the Synod on Synodality at the Vatican with the  
celebration of the Eucharist at St Peter's Basilica (Sunday 10 October), preceded by a 
moment of reflection in the Synod's New Hall (Saturday 9 October). You can join the 
Church in this time of prayer through the Vatican News website https://
www.vaticannews.va/en.html.   You can join Bishop Pat in prayerfully opening the local 
diocesan phase of this Synod journey on Sunday 17 October 7.00pm through his  
Facebook page.  More details next week.  
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