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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

 
A reading from the gospel  
according to Mark…..adapted 
for children  
 
People were bringing their 
children to Jesus for him to 
touch them.  
 
Some of Jesus’ friends thought  
children were being a nuisance,  
so, they began sending them 
away.  
 
When Jesus saw this he said  
‘Let the children come to me.  
Do not stop them. It is to these 
children and those who are like 
them that the kingdom  
belongs.’  
 
Jesus put his arms around the 
children, laid his hands on 
them and blessed them.  
 

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

A union of souls, friendship. 
 
In today’s readings we can discern a fundamental purpose for a “union of souls”, 
especially found in marriage. 
Through marriage and religious life, we are all called to become companions to each 
other, helpmates that teach each other how to enter into a communion of true love, 
friendship.  This is possible for spiritual souls that can have many true friends. 
God’s plan is revealed in Genesis through marriage, for “it is not good for man to be 
alone I will make him a helpmate / companion”.  And, this person can be seen as 
“bones from my bone, and flesh from my flesh”, and this is why a man can venture 
from his mother and father and join himself to his wife and they become one 
body.  One body, united in a life friendship, that in time may produce their own 
offspring, who by their example will be able to grow to a maturity.  In turn they will 
be able to reproduce the lessons of friendship that their parents have shown to 
them.  Religious vocations can be included in this example as well.  Most educators 
would agree that the greatest teacher of children is our example. 
There are 3 outstanding advantages which flow from a true and holy friendship; 
A friend can be an intimate confident to whom one can open their heart and 
receive advice and counsel especially when confronted with problems and doubts 
during life and choosing the best works to be done by us. 
A friend can be a prudent and sympathetic corrector who will honestly and frankly 
point out one’s defects and prevent many acts of imprudence and even sin. 
A friend will be a consolation in times of suffering and sorrow.  They will know 
how to select the proper words and remedies in a time of personal trial and growth. 
 
True friendship will grow virtue in their companion. 
True friendship is the alliance of souls who are united in the goodness of God. 
True friendship is, disinterested in their own gain, generous, sincere, and patient to 
the point of heroism for the other. 
True friendship does not know the meaning of double dealing, or hypocrisy. 
True friends do not deny the defects that exists in their friend, but their friendship 
enables them to seek the good of the other in spite of their defects and weakness. 
 
That is why true friendship is Christ’s own charity, “I no longer call you servants, 
instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you.” 
 
Father Andrew Matthew 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  3 OCTOBER 2021 



Resources in times of Lockdown  
 

A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is         
uploaded at 5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel 
Auckland Catholic https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-
mOW1mJSzfow .  It is also broadcast on Shine TV Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV 
Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201. 

Celebrating Venerable Suzanne Aubert 3 October 
The first Sunday in October is the national celebration day for Venerable Suzanne     
Aubert Meri Hōhepa. There are two virtual celebrations planned for October 3, there 
are prayer resources. https://www.suzanneaubert.co.nz/celebration-sunday-
2021/.  Cardinal John will offer Mass this will be the Shine TV.  To view the ‘Journeying 
with Suzanne Aubert Meri Hōhepa' booklet which is just is one of them, please click 
below. https://www.suzanneaubert.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Journeying-
with-Suzanne-Aubert-Booklet-1.pdf  
 
Rosary in October. This month is traditionally a four-week time of focus on the beauty 
and power of the Rosary as a journey of faith, with Mary, through the central events of 
the life of Christ. Sign up to receive daily October reflections on the mysteries of the 
Rosary at www.foodforfaith.org.nz/rosary  

 

 
New to St Benedict’s 
FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to 
help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting  
thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies 
direct to your browser, mobile or connected device. St Benedict’s Parish has set up a 
new subscription and you are invited to join.  
It’s easy to join in a few simple steps: 
 
1 . Go to www.formed.org  
2. Click “Sign up” 
3. Then “Sign up as  
Parishioner” 
4. Search for “St Benedicts Auckland” 
5. And finally create a new account by entering your name 
and email address. 
And that’s it, you can now view all the interesting  
and informative content on FORMED. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Gen 2:18-24) God made man and women for each other. The bond of marriage 

means they are no longer two but one. 

 

Second Reading (Heb 2:9-11) By entering fully into human life, and by experiencing the bitterness 

of death, Christ became a brother and a saviour to all people.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 10:2-16) Christ teaches that the marriage bond comes from God and is therefore 

indissoluble. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Wis 7:7-11; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

David Wakim, Ellen Reid, Melkiau Thavethoo, Akuila Paini, Celia Holley,  

Mary Mangen, Florrie Neven, Stephen Batterton, June Wilkins, John Casey. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Level 3 at St Benedicts 
 

With Auckland moving to Level 3 the church and parish office will remain closed.  
Please keep an eye on the website and App for any further updates. 

New CDA Connect issue out now!  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/services/cda-connect/ 

When my arms can’t 

reach people who are 

close to my heart… 

I always hug them with 

my prayers. 
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