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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

A reading from the Gospel  
according to Mark  
(adapted for children) 
 
One day while Jesus and his disciples  
were walking along, he asked them,  
“Who do people say that I am?”  
Some say that you are John the  
Baptist, or Elijah, or a prophet sent 
by God, they answered.  
Then Jesus asked them,  
“Who do you think I am?”  
It was Simon Peter who spoke up 
and said,  
“You are the Christ, the Son of God.”  
 
After this Jesus began to tell them 
how he would suffer and die, but 
would rise again after three days.  
Simon Peter argued with him,  
“Lord, we must not go to Jerusalem. 
These things must never happen!”  
Jesus said to him,  
“Peter, we must do these things 
God’s way, even though it will not be 
easy. You must understand, if you 
want to be my followers you must 
each take up your cross”  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  12 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Spring is officially upon us, and as you go out on our walks, you will start to see the first 
signs of spring in the vegetation around you. Several of our plants around the presbytery 
are starting to bud and come into flower, and we hope that some of these flowers will 
bear fruit like they did last season. These flowers and the fruit that follows are clear signs 
of the health of the plant. When it comes to us as humans, we can also ascertain the 
health of a person in what they say and do. A healthy person can do things that those who 
are injured or are sick are unable to do. We are also able to recognise the goodness in 
others and this goodness attracts us. These goodhearted people attract us and it is natural 
for us want to be around them and ultimately, we want to be their friends. St. James, in 
this Sunday’s second reading, encapsulates the origin of this attractive goodness. He also 
makes a clear link between faith in God and external words and actions that are good and 
attractive. 
St. James ultimately tells us that the good deeds that we do are the evidence of the gift of 
faith that has been given to us by God. The phrase “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.” (James2:17) is a strong statement. It conveys a reality, that belief must 
lead to action. Therefore, someone who really believes in a certain way of life would then 
conform their life in accordance with that belief. For example, someone who comes to the 
realisation that family relationships are essential for a balanced and fulfilled life would 
spend energy and resources to achieve this. They would take time out of their day to get 
in contact with different family members, they would make sure that they would be able 
to attend family reunions (lockdown levels permitting). Living out the principles that 
they hold dear would change them, they would be formed and transformed by this and 
people looking from the outside would be able to see that they clearly prioritise their 
family relationships. Essentially, people would be able to clearly identify that they would 
be practicing what they preached. 
This practical example also works when it is translated to the spiritual life. When we 
have faith, it makes demands of us, it governs how we will talk and how we will act. 
These are the “works” that St. James refers to, when we keep alive our life of faith it will 
manifest in visible works. When we live by faith, we will desire good outcomes for 
ourselves and for others, we will want other people to share in the good things that we 
already have. We will desire that all have access to the essentials of life, for example, food, 
water, clothing, and housing. However, the ultimate good that we as Christians possess is 
that bond, that relationship with God, that we have by virtue of our baptism. This 
ultimate good that we possess also needs to be shared, it is a scary thing to think about 
sharing something that is so personal. Even if it is intimidating, it is important to bear 
witness to the good that Jesus has worked in your life, to share with others the fruit of 
your faith in Christ. This is faith in action, and when you choose to share this aspect of 
your life it is a sharing of the good works that God has manifested in your life and 
ultimately is a compelling witness to the faith that you have. 
 
Fr Tony King-Archer 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Is 50:5-9) The just person is sustained in all his trials by the firm belief that God is 

with him. 

 

Second Reading (Jam 2:14-18) Faith without good works is dead.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 8:27-35) Even though Peter declares his belief in Jesus as the Messiah, he has no idea 

what that implies. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Wis 2:12.17-20; Jam 3:16-4:3; Mk 9:30-37. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Resources in times of Lockdown  
 
The diocese has a number of resources available on its website to support people during this time  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-4/ This also has a 
program of events that are available in the diocese during this time.  For those at level 2  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-2/ will be a  
useful resource. A reminder that the diocese continues to provide broadcast Sunday Mass.  It is uploaded at 
5.30pm Saturday night (as per a Vigil Mass time) to the Youtube channel Auckland Catholic  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow  It is also broadcast on Shine TV  
Sundays at 2.00pm Free-to-air TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201.   
Friday 10/09, 7pm 
Movie Night – My Sister’s Keeper. Grab some popcorn and end the week with a movie night!  
The Auckland Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy will be watching My Sister’s Keeper, followed by some  
discussion about the film.  
https://www.facebook.com/TheChaplains 
Saturday 11/09, 7pm  
Light of Hope // Online concert with Fr. Chris Skinner. Join us for an evening of spirit-filled worship, led by 
the fantastic Fr. Chris Skinner. Video available on Bishop Pat's Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/bishoppatrick 
Monday 13/09, 6:15pm 
CYAC Vocations Series: A Journey to the Priesthood. The Catholic Young Adults Community  
continues their Vocations Series this week! Tune in to hear newly-ordained priest, Fr. Isaac Fransen, share 
about his personal journey towards priesthood.   
https://www.facebook.com/events/1298302237259435 
Tuesday 14/09, 7pm 
Exploring the Book of Revelation with Robert Loretz. Looking for an evening of faith formation? This  
Tuesday, Robert Loretz and the Auckland Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy team will be exploring one of the 
most fascinating books of the Bible, the book of Revelation.  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1011473819426730/ 
Wednesday 15/09, 7pm 
Livin’ in Lockdown #4 // Mental Health. Join the ACYM team for a laid-back, radio talk-show style event 
for youth & young adults on Facebook Live. This week, we’re tackling the very important topic of mental 
health.  
https://www.facebook.com/AKCYM 
Saturday 18/09, 8pm  
An Evening with Internationally Acclaimed Speaker and Musician, Fr Rob Galea! 
Join us for a night of formation, music and Q&A with internationally acclaimed speaker and musician, Fr. 
Rob Galea! Fr. Rob will be joining us on Zoom to share practical ways that we can overcome fear and pursue 
our God-given potential. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82124381475 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Fr William Ormond (4th parish priest of St Benedict’s),  

Kathryn Jennings, Margaret Leetberg, Socorro Gallego, Monsignor Brian Arahill,  

Martin Dempsey, Benjamin Monaghan, Hilary Shackleton, Mary Netto,  

Harry Burton-Bradley, Alice Gordon, Bert Grinter, Cherie Simeti, Anthony Murray. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

 
Level 4 at St Benedicts 

 
 

With Auckland remaining in 
Level 4 the church and parish 

office will remain closed. 
 

Please keep an eye on the  
website and App  

for any further updates. 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-4/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/home-2020-new-design/the-church-and-covid-level-2/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb7o1XYfQet-mOW1mJSzfow
https://www.facebook.com/TheChaplains/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDYUhGnC9gEowyevmJvnj96_59v0ZT8lbwGwdFACrdWGW4OOMqtnxa3zqfI9m6kEGnJy2iGFBCfD7XMWRyGQNjpqRBzDWXoa8O_ot5_R6pjdMZ-ONUrSa144BrGBsDjs42SQi_TMlkG6ETwnXjDEkAZ77UOgygmDR-J4FWpOwVjzQBtQgfnX-E5hlEga-3jzY&__tn__=kK
https://www.facebook.com/bishoppatrick?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDYUhGnC9gEowyevmJvnj96_59v0ZT8lbwGwdFACrdWGW4OOMqtnxa3zqfI9m6kEGnJy2iGFBCfD7XMWRyGQNjpqRBzDWXoa8O_ot5_R6pjdMZ-ONUrSa144BrGBsDjs42SQi_TMlkG6ETwnXjDEkAZ77UOgygmDR-J4FWpOwVjzQBtQgfnX-E5hlEga-3jzY&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/events/1298302237259435
https://www.facebook.com/events/1011473819426730/
https://www.facebook.com/AKCYM
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82124381475

