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Cast all your anxiety  
on him because he cares 

 for you. 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

A reading from the Gospel  
according to Mark 
Adapted for children  
 
Jesus was returning to the Sea of 
Galilee when some people 
brought to him a man who was  
deaf and could not speak  
properly. They asked Jesus to 
help their friend.  
 
Jesus was filled with pity and led 
the man away to a quiet place 
where he touched his ears and his 
tongue with his hands.  
 
Looking up to heaven Jesus said, 
“be opened!”  
 
At once the man could hear and 
speak clearly.  
 
The man and his friends were 
amazed, and they told everyone 
they met about the miracle Jesus  
had performed.  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked  

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  5 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Today’s readings are full of contractions and impossibilities…thus proving the work 
of God. “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed;  
for water gushes in the desert, the scorched earth becomes a lake, the parched land 
springs of water.”  
 
St James reminds us that the poor can be the greatest in the Kingdom of God. And 
there was nothing natural about the power of Jesus to heal with miracles. But that 
grateful community contradicted him by breaking His obedience. They revealed him 
to the authorities when he asked for silence, and thus they led him to his 
death.  And yet God was not stopped He was able to include their failing as part of 
His vast plan for the salvation of the human race. Contradictions and 
impossibilities! 
I think G K Chesterton and the Prophet Isaiah would have been great friends. 
Chesterton was a great believer in showing the work of God through contradictions 
and impossibilities. In his great work Orthodoxy he points out the impossible 
nature and contradiction of the Christian faith when compared to the secular view.   
“But all the optimism of the age had been false and disheartening for this reason, 
that it had always been trying to prove that we fit in to the world.  And yet, the 
early Christian martyrs talked of death with a horrible happiness.  They blasphemed 
the beautiful duties of the body: they smelt the grave afar off…like a field of 
flowers.  The optimist's pleasure was prosaic, for it dwelt on the naturalness of 
everything; the Christian pleasure was poetic, for it dwelt on the unnaturalness of 
everything in the light of the supernatural.” 
Orthodoxy by Gilbert K. Chesterton. Chap V. The Flag of the World. 
 
Human contradictions and what seems impossibilities, will always come into our 
lives as long as we are “viators”, travellers on the way.  They are part of every 
Christian life.  Contradictions and impossibilities are the Christian’s means to show 
the power of God working through their faith.  “For nothing is impossible with 
God” They are what call us to prayer, they make us search for higher reasons, they 
make us abandon a purely world view. This Sunday we have the impossibility and 
contradiction of not attending Sunday Church.  Far from stopping us from our 
family worship, in some way it will strengthen our bond in Jesus.  We are all being 
called to go that extra mile for Our Lord. God has allowed this opportunity for His 
glory, the glory of God is a family fully alive in Him, no matter where they worship. 
Be assured of your parish priest’s love and prayers this Sunday and during 
lockdown, we’re praying for you and your families. 
 
God bless, Fr Andrew Matthew 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Is 35:4-7) The prophet urges the people to take courage, because God is coming to 

save his people. 

 

Second Reading (Jam 2:1-5) Class distinction should have no place among Christians.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 7:31-37) Jesus cures a Gentile man who is deaf and has a speech impediment. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Is 50:5-9; Jam 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Season of Creation - September 1 – October 4  
Pope Francis established 1 September as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of  
Creation for Catholics, encouraging the Catholic community to pray for our common 
home. It is also the beginning of the “Season of Creation”, an  ecumenical season  
dedicated to prayer for the protection of creation and the promotion of sustainable  
lifestyles. It runs until 4 October, the feast of St Francis of Assisi.  
 
This year’s logo for the Season of Creation is Abraham’s tent, symbolising a home for all. 
According to Genesis 18, Abraham and Sarah opened their tent as a home for three 
strangers, who turned out to be God’s angels. By creating a home for all, their act of 
hospitality became a source of great blessing. Abraham’s tent is a symbol of our  
ecumenical call to practice creation care as an act of radical hospitality, safeguarding a 
place for all creatures in our common home, the household (Oikos) of God. 
  
Pope Francis’ Prayer for the Earth:  

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe  
and in the smallest of your creatures.  
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  
Pour out upon us the power of your love,  
that we may protect life and beauty.  
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. Amen.  
Further information and resources can be found at  
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/care-of-the-poor/justicepeace/  

 
 
 
NZ Catholic - the latest free digital 
edition is now available for everyone 
at: https://indd.adobe.com/view/ 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Irene O’Keefe, Antonietta Murroni, Peter Buffett, Ida “Granny” Swann,  

Maimoa Garren, Lawrence Netto, Manel Ambiptyaia, Siulua Kisina. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

 
Level 4 at St Benedicts 

 
 

With Auckland remaining in 
Level 4 the church and parish 

office will remain closed. 
 

Please keep an eye on the  
website and App  

for any further updates. 

St Vincent de Paul Needs Help  
Our friends at St Vincent de Paul need donations to continue their work in the wider 
Auckland community including supporting the many families who are required to    
isolate, such as from McAuley High School. You can donate by visiting their  
Give A Little Page https://givealittle.co.nz/org/vinniesauckland  
Or with online banking—Bank Account Details  
Name: Soc of St Vincent De Paul Ak  
Account Number: 12-3017-0500224-00  
Reference: Covid-19  
For a tax receipt and enquiries email auckland@stvinnies.co.nz  
If you require assistance with a food parcel you can phone them on 0800 680 090.  
Follow them and the work that they do on their Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/stvinnies  

 
Catholic Caring Foundation - need your help to support struggling families. Our 
agencies are overwhelmed with requests for support. Want to help? Make a donation 
today. Visit https://caringfoundation.org.nz/ways-to-give/  


