
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

(with confession at 5.15pm or by 

appointment with the Parish Priest) 

SUNDAY 9.30AM  
 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked re-

served for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held in the chapel. 

(inside St Benedict’s Church, 

to the side of the main altar) 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  25 JULY 2021 

  

 

 

  

 

Most of us have dreams of what success, our ideal life would look like. Sometimes 
they are realistic, sometimes we let our imaginations loose. Sometimes we might 
think what it would be like if someone put us in charge, made us king. It might seem 
attractive, and yet, Jesus sees it as something to flee. 
 
We might, in our more realistic moments, recognise that being king might be very 
hard work, a lot less fun than you might think. But that is not what makes Jesus 
turn away. Rather, he has another purpose, one much more important than being 
king. 
 
That there are other purposes and goals than success and power in this world is 
something which any Christian should attest. But do we always live that belief in 
our daily lives? After all, the concerns of making our way, providing for ourselves 
and our families, and helping to build up civil society are important. And sometimes 
it seems there aren’t enough hours in the day to do everything connected with those 
tasks. It can make concentrating just on those tasks seem rational. 
 
The people wanting to take Jesus and make him king by force are also being 
rational, however. Here is a man who has already impressed them by curing the sick, 
now he has shown that he can feed a great crowd of people from a few loaves and 
fish. The task of kicking out the occupying Romans should be easy for him. 
But while freedom from oppression, freedom from hunger, and freedom from 
sickness and disease are all very good things, Jesus has come to bring them 
something much better yet. And while he does work on all those things, his real 
focus will always be on the final goal: making it possible for them, and us, to share in 
the glory of God for all eternity! 
 
It should be the same for us. We work at our daily tasks, recognising that they are 
important. We don’t shirk those everyday things. But we should never forget the 
final goal. We should always have in our thoughts the desire to work towards that 
goal, even if it means turning away from some desirable things here and now. 
We can have our daydreams, our moments of wondering what an ideal life would be 
like. But it would be very good if, from time to time, we might focus on what that 
truly wonderful goal Jesus offers us would be like. And to remember that our 
dreams of being billionaires or kings are not very likely to come true, but that 
perfect life in Christ is truly possible for each one of us. 
 
Fr Chris Denham 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (2 Kgs 4:42-44) The miraculous food which the prophet Elisha gave to hungry 

people was a sign of God’s concern for his people. 

 

Second Reading (Eph 4:1-6) St Paul pleads with the Ephesians to live a life in keeping with the 

Gospel, placing special emphasis on the need for unity and harmony.  
 

Gospel  (Jn 6:1-15) Like Elisha, Jesus feeds the people miraculously, but does so even more 

astonishingly. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Ex 16:2-4.12-15; Eph 4:17.20-24; Jn 6:24-35. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

 
 

 A reading from the Gospel according to Mark….adapted for children  
 
One day, just before the great feast of Passover,  
Jesus crossed over Lake Galilee, which was also  
known as Lake Tiberius.  
A large crowd had watched him work miracles  
to heal the sick, and those people followed him.  
He climbed the hillside and he and his friends sat down.  
He looked up and saw the crowd coming towards him.  
“Where are you going to buy bread to feed a crowd  
like this?” he asked Philip.  
“If you spent $100 on bread,” said Philip, “it wouldn’t  
be enough—they’d only get a bite each!”  
Andrew said, “There is a boy here with 5 small barley loaves and 2 fish. Do you think 
that’s enough for a crowd like this?”  
 
It was a grassy spot and the five thousand people who had gathered there sat down on 
the grass. Jesus took the boys loaves, said Grace over them, and gave them out to the 
people sitting there. He did the same with the fish too.  
Everyone had as much as they wanted.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam, Monsignor David Tonks, 

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died recently 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Ella Reid, Veronica O’Neill, Kevin Pereira, Mervin Smith, Veronica O’Neill,  

Thomas Kelly, Sr Joan Timpany, Sarah Madigan. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Welcome to St Benedict’s 
We encourage everyone 

either visiting or  
attending Masses to  

maintain your own record  
of visits to the church.  
Our Covid-19 Tracer  

QR codes are available at 
all the entrances. If unwell,  

please stay home. 
 

Please check the notice 
boards in the foyer for 

upcoming events 
 
 

NZ Catholic  
Newspaper—The latest 
edition  is available in the 

main foyer for $4. 
 
 

Parish Giving 
 

Your pledge is truly; 
- a real sign of your faith 

and gratitude to God 
- helping with the hidden 

works in our Parish 
- helping with the winter 

expenses of the Parish 
 

Please give generously. 
 

MONTHLY PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Friday 6th August, 7pm-9pm, at St Benedict’s Church.  
Soup and buns to follow!   
Come and pray for vocations in our diocese.  
 
 

Studio Apartment for Rent 

Studio apt, adjacent to St Benedict’s Church, for rent 

from 30 Jul for $410/wk, including water and single  

carpark. 11m2 kitchen/dining area, adjoining 9m2  

carpeted lounge and 7m2 walled-off bed area. 

Small storage/laundry adjacent with separate bathroom 

incl sink/vanity, toilet and shower. 

Suitable for up to 2 tenants.  No pets or smokers. 
Applications to:  kevin@dbkconsulting.co.nz by 21 July. 
 
 
Divine Mercy Devotion & Mass  
on Friday 6th August 7:00pm 
St Mary’s Church, 20 Kitenui Ave, Mt Albert. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  
Chaplet of Mercy Sung, Benediction, Mass,  
followed by general blessing of St Faustina’s relic. 
All Welcome. 
 

mailto:kevin@dbkconsulting.co.nz

