15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 11 JULY 2021

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
(with confession at 5.15pm or by
appointment with the Parish Priest)
SUNDAY 9.30AM

Once a month the Pastor’s Note will be provided by one of the Chaplaincies
that operate in the Diocese. This month, for Sea Sunday we hear from Kheng
Tan, a Cathedral Parishioner who is Chaplain for Stella Maris formerly known
as Apostleship of the Sea.

SUNDAY 5.30PM
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Ethnic Mass Times
Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
rd

Tongan: 3 Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held in the chapel.
(inside St Benedict’s Church,
to the side of the main altar)

Baptisms & Marriages
Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew
Parish Office Staff
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Miranda Wagg
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday midday
to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on
corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked reserved for tenant parking and are 24 hour
tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby
residents not the Church

We often hear of hospital, prison or army chaplaincy, but we seldom hear of
seafarers’ chaplaincy. The Catholic Church maritime agency, Stella Maris (formerly
Apostleship of the Sea), answers to our Lord’s call “I am a stranger, you welcome
me” (Matthew 25). It has been in existence for over a hundred years. In Auckland,
Stella Maris, together with the Anglican Mission, provides practical help and
pastoral care to seafarers and fishers. 90% of goods that come into our country arrive
by ship. That is much of the food we eat, equipment in our hospitals, cars, just about
everything. And seafarers (and fishers) are the ones who transport these goods
across the oceans for us. I have been involved in Stella Maris for over four years. My
role involves going on board ships to present a friendly and welcoming face to the
seafarers. On board ships, I am able to share their joys and sorrows, provide a
listening ear to the seafarers’ problems, be it work or family. I remember an occasion
when a seafarer was celebrating his son’s 2nd birthday on Facetime. He was
delighted I was able to offer a prayer or two for his son. The sad part of this job
involves attending to deaths on board ships, including arranging a priest for funeral
rites. There were also instances of comforting distraught seafarers whose parents
passed away suddenly and they couldn’t return home. On a number of occasions,
pastoral care is given to seafarers in hospital and at times in prison. The Seafarers
Centre in Quay Street is a place for seafarers on shore leave to have a rest, away from
the confines of their ship. We also provide sim cards and wi-fi to enable them to
connect to their families back home. Volunteers used to manage the Centre before
the onset of Covid-19. The short turnaround of ships at our ports means it is almost
impossible for Catholic seafarers to attend Mass. Sunday Mass readings are
distributed and Holy Communion is offered on board ships to Catholic seafarers.
Often this is the only connection to their faith. Whenever possible, I arrange for a
priest to celebrate Mass on board ships, if not, a Liturgy of Word is celebrated. The
Covid-19 pandemic also poses very challenging times for the seafarers. Borders are
closed disrupting crew change. Some are known to have been stuck on board ships
for more than a year. Shore leave for crew is cancelled and New Zealand ports are
still under level 4 lockdown.
Continued over page...

Consequently, the Seafarer Centre is closed. However, our emphasis is now placed on
ship visiting. We chaplains, have become personal shoppers for the seafarers,
purchasing personal items, be it grooming/hygienic products, electronic items,
clothes, pharmacy medicines and snacks. It is an honour and privilege to be the face of
Christ to these seafarers. We take this opportunity to thank our past volunteers.
Certainly, their contributions made a difference to the lives of these seafarers. We give
thanks to our Lord for the work of seafarers and fishers, and humbly ask you to pray
for them, especially this Sea Sunday.

Welcome to St Benedict’s
We encourage everyone
either visiting or
attending Masses to
maintain your own record
of visits to the church.
Our Covid-19 Tracer
QR codes are available at
all the entrances. If unwell,
please stay home.

Kheng B Tan ~ Auckland Stella Maris Team

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Please check the notice
boards in the foyer for
upcoming events

First Reading (Amos 7:12-15) The prophet Amos is faithful to the task God gave him, even
though he is rejected by those to whom he is sent.

Second Reading (Eph 1:3-14) This is a hymn of thanksgiving to God for the great spiritual gifts he
has given us in Christ.
Gospel (Mk 6:7-13) Jesus sends out the twelve apostles in twos as his representatives.
Next weeks readings: Jer 23:1-6; Eph 23:13-18; Mk 6:30-34.

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Today is Sea Sunday, when the Church prays for all those who live and work at sea.
Seafarers work long shifts, seven days a week, often for nine months at a time board
ships, to bring us the goods we need. In these times of Covid pandemic, many haven’t
been home for over a year, away from their families and in a foreign land.
Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Church’s official maritime welfare
agency, supports seafarers both practically and spiritually. Your donation is vital to
enable it to continue its work, so please give generously and remember seafarers in
your prayers. Donation details: Sea Sunday INTERNET BANKING DONATION to:
01-0297-0024651-00 (AoSNZ Auckland) In the ‘Payees/Particulars’ box please write:
your initials(optional) /Donation AoS Email name and address for tax-rebate
receipt to: evashorayi@gmail.com ; quote your initials and date of donation.
For more information about its work, visit www.aos.org.nz
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Epsom Centenary Celebration
24th-26th September 2021. Registrations are now open for the 3-day celebration of
our centenary. While we realise many people may have moved on to other parishes, or
even moved away from the area, we would love to have you return to be with us!
Be sure to mark your calendar now for this great weekend! To register and for more
information, visit the parish website at https://epsomcatholic.org.nz/centennial/

The Crime and Reconciliation Committee of the
Diocese of Auckland's Justice and Peace Commission
needs new members. If you have a strong commitment to
social justice and are interested in advocating for
prisoners to be given the support needed to re-integrate
into society, we'd like to hear from you.
Contact: Peter Garrick
Executive Secretary peterg@cda.org.nz
phone 022 1300 730
MONTHLY PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Friday 6th August, 7pm-9pm, at St Benedict’s Church.
Soup and buns to follow!
Come and pray for vocations in our diocese.

NZ Catholic
Newspaper—The latest
edition is available in the
main foyer for $4.
Parish Giving
Your pledge is truly;
- a real sign of your faith
and gratitude to God
- helping with the hidden
works in our Parish
- helping with the winter
expenses of the Parish
Please give generously.

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam, Monsignor David Tonks,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta.
We remember those who have died recently
And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Ilona Cserepanili, Gilbert Purdom, Ebenezer Ntarmah, Tony Lozica, James Bayer,
Msgr Ray Green, Margaret Scanlan, Fr Aquinas McComb OP, Ina Fowler.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

