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SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

(with confession at 5.15pm or by 

appointment with the Parish Priest) 

SUNDAY 9.30AM  
 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked re-

served for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held in the chapel. 

(inside St Benedict’s Church, 

to the side of the main altar) 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  13 JUNE 2021 

  

 

 

  

 
The passage from the prophet Ezekiel which is our first reading is drawn from 
a longer passage of prophecy reflecting on the conquest of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians and the deportation of the king and his court. Ezekiel imagines 
Babylon as a mighty, brightly-coloured eagle, which swooped down on the 
cedar tree of Israel and broke off its topmost shoot, Israel’s hapless king 
Jehoiachin. The prophet was under no illusions when it came to the aggressors' 
overwhelming force. But, as we hear, Ezekiel’s story turns from image to 
prophecy: God himself would take a tender shoot from the treetop. Where 
Babylon had brought low its royal captive, God would raise up a mighty tree 
offering shelter for all kinds of bird and wild animal. 
So, we have the irony that, although the powerful bird snaps off the top of the 
tree, the Lord will take a shoot of the tree and make it into something that 
those powerful birds, that symbolize the dominant powers of the day, will take 
shelter in. 
This image is echoed in Jesus’ parable of the mustard seed. God, as He is wont 
to do, favours the underdog. He chooses the apparently insignificant to be the 
bearer of His burgeoning providence. The insignificant seed, of course, is Jesus 
Himself, the Kingdom of God come among them, and the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Ezekiel. The seed grows to become the great tree in which all the 
birds can roost, when the nations find their place in Christ's kingdom, the New 
Israel of Jew and Gentile, the Church. 
However, this is not a case of “before and after,” but rather a description of an 
ongoing process. But it is key for us to recognise that it is underway. The 
efforts of the Church, or our own faltering attempts at good deeds, can seem 
very little in the face of the world today. But so was the state of Israel in 
Ezekiel’s day. And, indeed, the state of Christ Himself, apparently just a 
wandering prophetic figure in the back country of Galilee. 
And yet, just as in the parable of the Sower, God is at work. The Church does 
her part, confident that, by God’s grace, just as the seed becomes, first the 
shoot, then the plant, and finally the full crop, so the vulnerable shoots we 
perceive will become the tree sufficient for all the world to take refuge. Both 
parables that we hear this Sunday are teaching us that we are not to look with 
the eyes of this world to see what is powerful and successful. Rather, we are to 
trust that the Kingdom of God is indeed at work, transforming the world.  
 
Fr Chris Denham 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

First Reading  (Ezek 17:22-24) The prophet foretells the fall of Jerusalem. At the same time he 

tells of the establishment of a universal kingdom (by the Messiah).   

 

Second Reading (2 Cor 5:6-10) Since Paul’s priority at all times is to please the Lord, he has no 

fears of appearing before him.  
 

Gospel  (Mk 4:26-34) Two parables about the steady growth of the Kingdom of God from 

insignificant beginnings, a growth brought about by God. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Job 38:1.8-11; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Come and join us for post Covid-19 Restrictions spiritual inspiration at the  
Auckland Eucharistic Convention.  
Hear overseas and local speakers address the theme:  
‘Come to me all you who are weary and heavily burdened.’ 
Friday 16, Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 July  
St Mary’s College, New Street, Ponsonby  
(opposite the Pompallier Diocesan Centre) 
Tickets $30.00 per day or $50 for the weekend.  

‘May our Eucharistic celebrations transform the world.’ Pope Francis. 
 
 

The Catholic Diocese of Auckland Commission for Ecumenism 2021 Talk Series  
Promoting Christian Unity. Are you divorced, and/or in a relationship with a  
non-Catholic? Are you baptized in another Church? Who can take the Eucharist? 
Who cannot? What does the Church teach? Interesting questions and you are invited 
to a public talk by Mons. Dr. Brendan Daly who will speak on the very topic: The Law 
of Intercommunion for those who are not Catholics.” | 7:00PM at Our Lady of the  
Assumption parish hall | 97 Galway Street, Onehunga. Light refreshments afterwards. 
 
 
Sunday 20th June is Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees.  It is fitting therefore 

on this day to hold a concert to raise funds for the people of India where the  

Coronavirus has caused such devastation.  The concert will be presented at St Joseph’s 

Catholic Church, 118 Church St. Otahuhu at 2pm, by the Otahuhu Catholic parish and 

school communities. The Catholic Bishop of Auckland Bishop Patrick Dunn, will  

attend the concert. Children and young people from the Otahuhu parish of St Joseph, 

and McAuley High School, De La Salle College and St Joseph’s Primary School will 

take part in the concert, along with other established artists who are generously  

offering their services.  Entry to the concert is by koha (voluntary donation) and will 

be followed by a sausage sizzle. For more information, contact: Lyndsay Freer Media 
& Communications, Catholic Diocese of Auckland, Ph. 021 272 489 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

James Broderick, Marion Bradecina, Esley Urlich, Margaret Coad,  

Sr Catherine Tither OP, Phillip Cusens, Tony Willis,  

Jean O’Neill, Nicholas Cain, John Brady. 
 

 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy 

Online Sessions (Evening): Psalms - From the 
Heights of Hymns to the Lows of Laments!           
with Br Kieran Fenn. 

Monday 05/12/19 and 26 July, 7-8.30pm. Fee: $25/
session. ZOOM. 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/psalms-from-the-
heights-of-hymns-to-the-lows-of-laments-c2-a0-3/ 
For more information and  
registration: info@studyjoy.nz 
 
Muffin Talk Radio Programme recordings and video 
clips on religion, interfaith and community        
available at https://www.studyjoy.nz/category/
resources/muffin-talk/ 

St Benedict’s Parish Pledge 
$10 Family pledge. 
At St Benedict’s, we know 
that financial generosity is an 
important part of a balanced 
spiritual life.  
Returning to God from what 
God has given to us is a  
tangible way to express our 
thanksgiving.  
When each of us gives, as we 
are truly able, together we aid 
our mission within our  
parish, church,  
and community. 
 
You are invited to join in 
praying for Vocations with 
Adoration and  
Benediction every 1st Friday 
of the month at St Benedict’s 
Church, 7-9pm. 
 
Have you Installed   
“St Benedict’s Auckland” 
App yet? 
It is regularly updated to keep 
our parish community  
informed. 
Download the St Benedict’s 
App from the App store on 
your mobile phone or tablet. 
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