
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

(with confession at 5.15pm or by 

appointment with the Parish Priest) 

SUNDAY 9.30AM  
 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked re-

served for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held in the chapel. 

(inside St Benedict’s Church, 

to the side of the main altar) 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

PENTECOST SUNDAY ~  23 MAY 2021 

  

 

 

  

 Most Catholics will know that Pentecost is the feast where the Holy Spirit came 
down upon the Apostles and Our Lady, occurring while they were in the upper 
room as they prayed and awaited the coming of the promised advocate. We 
celebrate this great feast 50 days after Easter. It is a feast of spiritual confirmation, a 
feast where God confirms his people with the Spirit (the third person of the Blessed 
Trinity). Pentecost is a time of great joy when we receive the Holy Spirit and the 
many gifts that the Spirit wishes to give us. 
Liturgically we celebrate this joyful feast in a special way. It is one of the three times 
that a sequence is proclaimed after the second reading. It has been part of our 
liturgical tradition since the thirteenth century and encapsulates the greatness of 
the fulfilled promise of Christ. This song often reminds us of our own Confirmation, 
as the words “Veni, Sancte Spiritus” are sung. It is an invocation for the Holy Spirit to 
come upon us and it details many of the great and wonderful gifts that the Spirit 
wishes to impart to us. 
The sequence tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Father of the poor. This is a great 
phrase of consolation for us, for we are all poor in some aspect of our lives. We may 
find ourselves poor in health, poor in spirit, or poor in the necessities of life. 
Whatever need we have, the Holy Spirit wants to be that source of consolation, 
described as “[p]leasant coolness in the heat, [s]olace in the mist of woe”. The Holy 
Spirit has been sent to comfort God’s people, to give us strength in our life of 
heavenly pilgrimage. 
The sequence concludes with a final invocation to give those who depart from this 
life joys that never end. The Holy Spirit, our guest and friend, desires to guide us 
today, and until this life reaches its end. We have been given this great gift, the 
fulfilment of Christ’s promise to send an advocate. Jesus has sent us the Holy Spirit, 
the eternal love shared between the Father and the Son. This is a clear sign to us of 
how much God values us. Firstly, that he gave us his only begotten Son as the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins, and also that now we share in a special way the bond of 
love that the Son and the Father share through the gift of the third person of the 
Holy Trinity. 
The beauty of God’s gift to us this Pentecost is difficult to put into words. It is akin 
to asking someone to describe the true depths of a great relationship. The reality is 
that words can never do it justice, but they can come close, and this is what we have 
been given in the Pentecost sequence. A humble attempt at putting into words the 
great gift of the Holy Spirit and the beautiful invitation for us to join the life of the 
most Holy Trinity. 
Fr. Tony King-Archer. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

 

First Reading  (Acts 2:1-11) Luke describes the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles, and the 

effect it had on them.   

 

Second Reading (1 Cor 12:3-7.12-13) The Holy Spirit gives different gifts to different people, for 

the good of the Church, the Body of Christ.  
 

Gospel  (Jn 20:19-23) The risen Jesus gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples and 

inaugurates the mission of church. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Deut 4:32-34.39-40; Rom 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

*Remember*    Free Parking on Saturday evenings and all Sunday in Wilsons/St Benedict’s Car Park  

Rite Of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA Ministry) Lecturers: Fr Merv Duffy 
& Sr Sian Owen Are you passionate to share your faith? Be involved in RCIA Ministry! 
The course will be held from 16-17 July and 6-7 August (Fri 6pm – 9pm | Sat 9am – 
4pm) at St Columba Centre, Vermont St, Ponsonby. Cost: discounted rate of $300/
person and $200/person for a group of 3 or more. For more information, please email at 
v.kirisome@tekupenga.org.nz or phone (09) 361 1053 ext. 711. Website: www.ctc.ac.nz 

For the young and young at heart… 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (adapted for children)  
It was Pentecost day, and all Jesus’ friends were gathered  
in the room where they had met for the Last Supper.  
Suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, and it seemed 
the whole house was full of its noise.  
Something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire.  
These separated and came to rest on each one of them.  
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  
They began to preach the Good News.  
Jerusalem was full of people from all round the world  
who had come for the feast.  
But amazingly, all of these foreigners not only heard Jesus’ friends, but could under-
stand them.  
They said, ‘We hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’  

 
 
Prayer….  
As we celebrate  
the birthday of our church  
may we learn to live as children of God,  
sharing the gift’s we have been given  
and opening our hearts to all people.  
May we live the gospel of Jesus Christ  
every day through the power  
of the Holy Spirit. Amen  

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:    

  

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
 

Blessie Gotingo, Francis Smith, Stella Jarka, Florence Phillips, Sonya Vessey,  

Raymond Courtney, Sue Martin, Madeleine Regan. 
 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy  

Online Sessions (Evening): The Resurrection of   
Jesus Christ with Br Kieran Fenn. 
Monday 17, 24 and new: 31 May 7-8.30pm. Fee: $25/
session. ZOOM. 
All sessions are connected but also stand alone.   

 

Onsite Event: Ancient rock-hewn churches in   
Ethiopia. A presentation by Nic Birt in St Mark's  
Coptic Orthodox church, Birkdale. Saturday, 29 May, 
7-9pm. Free.    (only if Auckland is in Level 1). 

For more information and registration:                           

info@studyjoy.nz 

St Benedict’s Parish Pledge 
$10 Family pledge. 
 
At St Benedict’s, we know 
that financial generosity is an 
important part of a balanced 
spiritual life.  
Returning to God from what 
God has given to us is a  
tangible way to express our 
thanksgiving.  
When each of us gives, as we 
are truly able, together we aid 
our mission within our  
parish, church,  
and community. 

on Saturday evenings and all Sunday in Wilsons/St Benedict’s Car Park   

Children’s Liturgy  
at St Benedict’s. 
Due to low numbers  
attending, the children’s  
liturgy programme will be 
paused for now. Parishioners 
will be advised when the  
programme resumes. 
 

Volunteer Needed 
St Benedict’s is seeking a  
volunteer for occasional light 
handyman and  
grounds keeping duties.  
Please contact the parish  
office for further details  if you 
are interested in assisting. 

mailto:v.kirisome@tekupenga.org.nz
http://www.ctc.ac.nz
mailto:info@studyjoy.nz

