
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Office Staff 

Catherine van Veen 
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

Miranda Wagg 
miranda@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

(with confession at 5.15pm or by 

appointment with the Parish Priest) 

SUNDAY 9.30AM  
 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday midday 

to Sunday evening in the Wilson carpark on 

corner of St Benedict’s & Alex Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked re-

served for tenant parking and are 24 hour 

tow away. These parks are allocated to nearby 

residents not the Church 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held in the chapel. 

(inside St Benedict’s Church, 

to the side of the main altar) 

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ~  9 MAY 2021 

  

 

 

  

 

This past Friday, the 7th of May, marked ten years since Fr Larry Rustia and I knelt 
before Bishop Pat that he might lay hands on us, and ordain us as priests. It is with 
that anniversary in mind that I have reflected on our readings for this Sunday. 
The conclusion of the Gospel gives us four great truths on which to meditate. In a 
message that is for all of us, but has, perhaps a special resonance for priests, we are 
reminded that the Lord chose us. If we think we chose to follow the Lord, or to 
pursue a priestly vocation, we must remember that we did so only because He called 
us first. It is a humbling thought that the Lord of all the universe desired to call me 
to His service. As St Peter tells Cornelius, who is kneeling before him, “I am only a 
man, after all.”  
But it was in my fallible, mortal, humanity that the Lord called me, and indeed called 
all of us. I was no more virtuous or worthy than any other (my family would 
probably say less so), and yet I was commissioned to go and bear fruit that will last. 
Each of us shares that call through our baptism, different as our respective vocations 
will make its expression. And if we follow that call, we will indeed see fruit. 
Looking back, I can contemplate with joy the masses offered, the weddings and 
baptisms celebrated, and perhaps especially the wonder of the celebration of God’s 
love and mercy in the sacrament of Penance. If I know that indeed all of this is the 
work of the Lord, there is still much contentment in knowing that I have  
co-operated with His grace in all of this. That opportunity is there in all our lives, 
and if we take it, we will all see those fruits in our lives. 
The heart of that co-operation is the call to love. It is Jesus’ final call to his disciples, 
then and now. If we are to bear fruit, this is what we must do. I know, all too well, 
that if I do anything, even celebrate the sacraments, for myself, for my own 
gratification, or for my own benefit, then I will gain little. God’s grace will still work 
through them, but they will not touch me. Ironically, it is when I seek the good of 
others, when I follow the commandment to love, that I gain most. So it is with all 
our vocations. 
It is in that context that we can hear the fourth of the Lord’s statements – that we 
may ask what we will, and the Father will give it to us. It is when we hear the Lord’s 
call and seek to love one another, that our will is conformed to His, and all that we 
then desire will be. It is then that we will know the fulfilment of the Lord’s promise 
that His joy will be in us and our joy complete. 
I have seen the truth of that in my life and ministry, if yet still partial and 
incomplete. Pray for me, and for all of us, that we may know its fullness. 
 
Fr Chris Denham 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

First Reading  (Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48) The baptism of Cornelius, the first pagan to receive 

the grace of baptism, shows that God’s salvation is offered to all.  

 

Second Reading (1 Jn 4:7-10) This contains what is probably the most important statement ever 

made about God. 
 

Gospel  (Jn 15:9-17) Jesus leaves his friends the supreme commandment of love. 

 
 

Next weeks readings: Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Mk 16:15-20. 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

 

Have you Installed  “St 
Benedict’s Auckland” App yet? 

Download the “St Benedict’s 
Auckland” App  

from the App store  
on your mobile phone or tablet. 

The Baradene Art Show is being held on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 May between 
10am-4pm. Entry is free and we have some wonderful art, a lovely gift shop, a raffle as 
well as a cafe. You can find us at 237 Victoria Avenue, Remuera and we’d love to see 
you there! Meantime enjoy the art which is for sale by visiting BaradeneArtShow.co.nz 
 
 
Āpōpō (The Next Day) is a mental health workshop for youth and young adult  
leaders, parents, teachers etc. This workshop will be facilitated by Scripture Union 
and is super interactive with activities and  includes helpful information, tips and 
tools presented by trained facilitators. Saturday, 15 May, 9am-12.30pm at Christ the 
King Parish Hall, 260 Richardson Rd. $5 registration with rochelled@cda.org.nz. 

*Remember*    Free Parking on Saturday evenings and all Sunday in Wilsons/St Benedict’s Car Park  

Go to Joseph: Our Protector and Guide  
 
In this ‘Year of St. Joseph’ declared by  
Pope Francis, Joseph’s example and patronage 
come at the perfect time.  
As the pandemic has forced millions to live hidden 
away, isolated and alone, we can see Joseph as a 
model of the hidden life.  
What do we know about our patron and  
companion?  
A day to reflect on the life of St Joseph and what 
he calls each of us to.  
 
This retreat will be held at Mary MacKillop  
Centre on Saturday May 29th led by Sisters 
Lyndall Brown and Jill McLoughlin. Cost: $30 
waged/$20 unwaged – please register with  
Sr Julian by May 24th  
marymackillopcentre@sosj.org.au or 09 528 1801 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn, Gladys Borgueta. 
 

 

We remember those who have died 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
 

Sr Mary Aloysius OP, Jason Hotere, Bartholomew Roach,  

Martin Fairebrace, Trudi Johnston, Bill Mitchell, Bernard Glynn. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Silent Retreat at St Benedict’s Church  
Saturday May 22nd 
10:00am – 6:00pm  
1 St Benedict’s St, Newton. 
 
 Opening Prayers 10:00am in the Church 
3 Speakers in the Church 
Benediction / Meditation Rosary / Divine Mercy 
Confession available  
 
 Pot Luck Lunch (speaking allowed) 

Morning and Afternoon Tea 
Pot Luck Dinner with CYAC Youth Group 
7:00pm in the Crypt (speaking allowed) 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend this  
parish based retreat. 

St Benedict’s Parish Pledge 
$10 Family pledge. 
 
At St Benedict’s, we know 
that financial generosity is an 
important part of a balanced 
spiritual life.  
Returning to God from what 
God has given to us is a  
tangible way to express our 
thanksgiving.  
When each of us gives, as we 
are truly able, together we aid 
our mission within our  
parish, church,  
and community. 

on Saturday evenings and all Sunday in Wilsons/St Benedict’s Car Park   

Children’s Liturgy  
at St Benedict’s. 
Due to low numbers  
attending, the children’s  
liturgy programme will be 
paused for now. Parishioners 
will be advised when the  
programme resumes. 
 

Volunteer Needed 
St Benedict’s is seeking a  
volunteer for occasional light 
handyman and  
grounds keeping duties.  
Please contact the parish  
office for further details  if you 
are interested in assisting. 

http://BaradeneArtShow.co.nz
mailto:rochelled@cda.org.nz
mailto:marymackillopcentre@sosj.org.au

