FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT ~ 21 MARCH 2021

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
(with confession at 5.15pm or by
appointment with the Parish Priest)
SUNDAY 9.30AM
(with children’s liturgy)
SUNDAY 5.30PM
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below)

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Ethnic Mass Times
Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon

Baptisms & Marriages
Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew

Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish

Parish Secretary
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held downstairs in meeting room, access
through parish carpark at back of church.

Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday
midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson
carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex
Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24
hour tow away. These parks are allocated
to nearby residents not the Church!

In our first reading, Jeremiah speaks of God writing his law on our hearts. It
is the law of love itself. You shall love the Lord your God ... and your
neighbour as yourself. What does that image mean, to write on the heart? It
isn't as though our hearts have known nothing of God's law. We are each of
us made in the image and likeness of God. We were given reason. We were
made for love. That's what makes it possible for us to develop in adult life an
informed conscience, and to follow it. Mind and heart can so inform each
other as to point us to the truth.
But God's image was obscured by sin. Conscience was weakened and
distorted. The writing had to be restored and written into the very structure
of our desiring by the cross of Christ.
By baptism that writing has already made its mark in us. And the time will
come when God's law is second nature, when our hearts will no longer be
fickle, deceitful, grudging. We will no longer be selfish. We shall follow
God's law – not because we have to, but because we really want to, because
we shall see his will for us as the nothing other than the expression of our
true good and of God's love for us.
To complete the process, though, now requires a battle with our petty
selfishness in what is a form of death. That is why Jesus speaks of losing our
life in order to find life. It is a form of death, because, as the Letter to the
Hebrews suggests in the second reading, after the learning of hard truths
about ourselves, we must sacrifice wrongful pleasures, habitual injustices,
false gods. And it hurts to surrender those ways of living. It hurts both when
we first start to serve others and when we seek to deepen that service. But
that surrender and service is not a lowering of ourselves. As the voice of God
makes clear, it is glory.
It is also the most powerful witness. The lifting up of Jesus on the cross,
which he foretells at the end of the Gospel, drew the whole of creation to
Him, so our own laying down of our selfishness and falsity can be the
example that helps our brothers and sisters to see the glory that inspires it.
Fr Chris Denham

Coming up at
St Benedict’s:

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
First Reading (Jer 31:31-34) The prophet Jeremiah tells a shattered people that God has not
forsaken them, but will soon make a new and more intimate covenant with them.

Stations of the Cross
Fridays at 7pm during
Lent with Fr Andrew
Matthew

Second Reading (Heb 5:7-9) Through his obedience and suffering Christ became the source of
eternal life for us.
Gospel (Jn 12:20-33) In his death Jesus will be glorified and this will bring life to those who
follow him.
Next weeks readings: Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1-15:47.

St Benedict’s Lenten
Reconciliation Rite II
Friday 26 March 7.30pm

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s
The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly
in an inner-city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing.
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay.
Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet.

Install “St Benedicts Auckland” App
Keeping our Parish Community informed

Your parish needs you!
We are currently seeking more volunteers at St Benedict’s weekend masses for

Ministers of the Word

Altar Servers
Training will be given by Fr Andrew Matthew
If you would like to contribute to one of these ministries, please contact the parish
office on 09 379 0624 or email office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Job Opportunities
The Diocese is seeking a full time person for a 1-year fixed term contract for a new role
of Care for the Poor Advocate. Applications close 26 March 2021 For more details, and
a full position description, please visit the Diocesan website.
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/
Applications are being sought for the role of Parish Assistant at St. Patrick’s
Pukekohe. A full position description is available on request. Please email CV and
covering letter to accounts@pukekohecatholic.org.nz

Easter Mass Times
Holy Thursday 7.30pm
Good Friday 3pm
Easter Vigil 7.30pm
Easter Sunday 9.30am

Divine Mercy Sunday 11th April 7:00pm
Good Shepherd Parish, 27 Telford Ave. Mt Eden
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Blessing of Images,
Praise & Worship, Benediction,
Holy Mass & Veneration of St Faustina’s relic.
Bring your images & artefacts to be blessed.
All Welcome
Come and join in the GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS
OF THE CROSS at 9AM, Friday 2nd April Starting
from Albert Park Rotunda, Auckland City
Finishing at St Patrick’s Cathedral. For more info
contact camerons@cda.org.nz

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn.
We remember those who have died
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Ross Burton-Bradley, Joseph Auva’a, Michael Benson,
Katie Matijasevich, Vincent Ahkiau, Jean Pattillo.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

