THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT ~ 7 MARCH 2021

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
SUNDAY 9.30AM
(with children’s liturgy)
SUNDAY 5.30PM

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below)

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Ethnic Mass Times
Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon

Baptisms & Marriages
Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew

Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish

Parish Secretary
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held downstairs in meeting room, access
through parish carpark at back of church.

Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday
midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson
carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex
Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24
hour tow away. These parks are allocated
to nearby residents not the Church!

The Sanctuary of the Lord
“When I prove my holiness among you,
I will gather you from all the foreign lands;
and I will pour clean water upon you
and cleanse you from all your impurities,
and I will give you a new spirit,
says the Lord.” Cf. Ezk 36: 23-26 Sunday Mass entrance antiphon
This Sunday’s entrance antiphon gives us a good summary of the purpose of our six
weeks Lenten journey. A journey that ends at the Baptismal font for some, and a
recommitment through a profession of Faith for the rest of us. And if the priest is
generous with his holy water, you may even get a watery re-commitment blessing.
Remember recently the church has said we must say, “I believe” ... and not “we
believe... when we make our profession of Faith. I also think this attitude is
important for our Lenten works, some of our penance must be personal and
private. Didn’t our Lord say, when you fast... when you give alms... and when you
pray... do it privately.
If you have had time to stop, look and listen...the whole time of Lent has really been
about a personal purification of our baptismal commitment.
A commitment;
*to love the Lord your God with all your soul, mind, and hearts.
*to love our neighbour (especially the “neighbour” living in your family).
*to follow the Catholic moral code, which is built on the 10 Commandments,
the new Law of Christ, and the Vicar (bridge) of Christ here on earth.
*and we are asked to build up the body of Christ.
Jesus said, destroy this sanctuary and I will rebuild it in three days reminds us that
the Church is not a whole lot of buildings... but a whole lot of people.
A people built by God. In fact, through our baptism we are being continually built
up by the Lord into the people of God, the new “Is-ra-el”, a people, “strong-in-God”.
It is His great work until the end of the age.
Deep down all of our Lenten works are positive actions as they are making us more
open to allowing God to share “everything of His, with everything of ours.”
Isn’t that a great way of looking at our Catholic lives.
Also just a reminder...during this distracting time of lockdown remember we can
always find Jesus in prayer, because through our baptism Jesus gave us an internal
sanctuary of prayer. The Temple of the Lord is Holy, and you are that Temple!
Keep up the good work of Lent.
God bless, Fr Andrew Matthew

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
First Reading (Ex 20:1-17) The ten commandments are a map of life for a people that has a

special relationship with God.
Second Reading (1 Cor 1:22-25) Paul preached a crucified Christ. To some the idea made no
sense. To others it was a sign of the wisdom and power of God.
Gospel (Jn 2:13-25) By chasing the money changers and sellers of sacrificial animals out of the
temple, Jesus passed judgement on the Jewish system of worship.
Next weeks readings: 2 Chron 36:14-16.19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21.

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s
The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly
in an inner-city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing.
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay.
Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet.

Install “St Benedicts Auckland” App
Keeping our Parish Community informed

FOOD FOR FAITH offers brief daily email encouragements in LENT at
www.foodforfaith.org.nz.
Take a few minutes each day of Lent to
experience Jesus Christ present with you and experience immediate benefits.

Catholic School Open Days








St Peter’s College Tuesday 30 March 9.30am & 1pm
Baradene College Cancelled—please refer to website
St Mary’s College Postponed—please refer to website
St Paul’s College Postponed—please refer to website
Sacred Heart College Wednesday 10 March
St Dominic’s College Tuesday 23 March 6.30pm
Marist College Postponed—please enrol online

Coming up at St Benedict’s:

Stations of the Cross
Fridays at 7pm during Lent
with Father Andrew Matthew
St Benedict’s Lenten
Reconciliation Rite II
Friday 26 March 7.30pm
If we remain at Level 3 this
weekend, there is a Liturgy of
the Word specifically
prepared for this Sunday on
the Catholic Diocese of
Auckland website:
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz
Catholic Caring Foundation Accepting Grant
Applications, 2021 Through donations, the Caring
Foundation is able to support Catholic and local
social service providers that strengthen or support
families, individuals and communities in need. We
are now accepting grant applications until April
9th, 2021.
To download a grant application form and to find
out who can apply, please visit our website
www.caringfoundation.org.nz Together we care for
the poor, the marginalised and the vulnerable.
This Sunday sees the resumption of broadcast
Mass on Shine TV at 2pm on free-to-air TV
Channel 25 and Sky Channel 201. This Sunday,
Monsignor David Tonks will lead us in prayer from
St Joseph Church, Takapuna.
Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn.
We remember those who have died
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Roy Holley, Thomas Grant, Josephine Morris, Dianne Hill, Maria Santiano-Laxamana,
Deborah Taurao, Milisi Lava
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

