
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME ~  7 FEBRUARY 2021 

  

 

 

  

 As I take up the position of Dean of the Cathedral it seems appropriate to turn for 
inspiration in the days ahead to the scriptures which will be read on my first Sunday 
at St Patrick’s. Only, they aren’t very comforting. They seem, in fact, to promise an 
abundance of hard work.  
Job, in our first reading, struggles with a sense of futility, wondering, what is the 
point? St Paul speaks of the duty laid upon him, which requires him to be a slave to 
all, seeking no reward other than the work itself. Even in the Gospel, Our Lord heals 
St Peter’s mother-in-law, and she is immediately back at work, waiting on them. 
Lots of hard work and not much fun, it seems. 
It all seems a little disheartening, actually. But isn’t that an experience we all have, 
at least from time to time? The feeling that the work in front of me is great and that 
the life the Lord is calling me to seems rather hard. Surely it is easier to just do what 
we want. 
That of course is the temptation. And temptation is the proper word for that feeling. 
It is why the Gospel passage we hear goes on to repeatedly stress that a large part of 
Jesus’s ministry at his point is driving out the forces of evil. Because the heart of the 
temptation is more than just laziness. The heart of the temptation is not just to take 
the easy path, but to wilfully misunderstand God’s plan for us.  
It is the psalm that puts it so clearly, calling us to praise the Lord, because He  
wishes to heal us, and lift us up. To recognise that the one who made the stars and, 
indeed, the vastness of the universe, cares intimately about each one of us. The tasks 
he sets us are precisely what will most surely make us able to receive all the gifts he 
wishes to shower upon us. A fast moving modern electric scooter or board, can be a 
lot of fun, but it is no gift for a child who has not yet learned to balance. It takes 
practice, indeed hard work (plus a few falls) to be able to handle that power. 
How much more is needed to prepare ourselves to handle the power of being like 
God, which is the gift He wishes to give us. It requires us to cast out the temptation 
to take the easy path, the lying voice that says “it’s not worth it.” To have the  
confidence of the psalmist in the goodness of the Lord and his promises, and the  
assurance of St Paul that the work we do is its own reward, because it makes us 
ready for the gifts to come. 
As we stand near the threshold of Lent, may we, whatever the tasks put before us, 
take these words to heart. Father Chris Denham 

Please join us for morning tea in the crypt  

after 9.30am mass on Sunday 14 February to  

welcome Father Andrew to St Benedict’s parish 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading  (Job 7:1-4.6-7) Wrestling with the problem of why the innocent should suffer, Job 

takes a rather pessimistic view of life. 

 

Second Reading  (1 Cor 9:16-19.22-23) St Paul tells how he has made himself all things to all 

people in order to bring them the Good News of salvation. 

 

Gospel  (Mk 1:29-39) In the midst of his work of teaching and healing, Jesus finds it necessary to 

escape to a lonely place to pray. 
 

Next weeks readings: Lev 13:1-2.45-46, 1 Cor 10:31-11:1, Mk 1:40-45. 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s 
 

The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our 
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly 
in an inner city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing. 
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such 
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay. 
Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under 
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this 
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download 
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Install  “ St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

Education Opportunities & Job Vacancies 
 
The Marist Sisters are seeking to employ a Registered Nurse Health Care Coordinator 
for their communities for 15hrs per week. There are 20 Sisters spread over 5 houses 
between the ages of 45 and 93 years of age. If you are interested in this part time      
position, would you please contact: Sr Jane O’Carroll for further details  
Mob: 021 077 1705 
 
If you want to serve in the parish community, become a catechist, Christian or youth 
leader, or want to deepen your understanding of the Catholic faith, come and register 
at Te Kupenga – Catholic Theological College. We offer programmes that will help 
you build intellectual faith as you build faith communities. For more information, 
please visit our website at www.ctc.ac.nz,  email us at offic@ctc.ac.nz or call (04) 
8198380. Scholarships and online options available. 
 
Worried about inequality in NZ? Education is the key. Can you sponsor a student at 
St Paul’s College in 2021? 
Contact headmaster@stpaulscollege.co.nz for more details. 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn. 
 

 

We remember those who have died 
 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  

Elizabeth Dome, Nonie Kiely, Ama Tawiah, Fr. Charlie Murray, Muelin D’Silva, Joaquin Barretto, 

Dorothy Wakim, Bob Cotterall. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

MIHA MĀORI AT HĀTO PETERA CHAPEL 
Miha Māori (Mass in Te Reo Māori) will be celebrated in the Hāto Petera Chapel, 103  
College Road, Northcote. The Miha will be celebrated on Saturday 13th February 2021, 
at 6.00pm with Rosary at 5.30pm. Please note that we are trialing a Saturday evening 
Miha. You are very welcome to join us. We will be celebrating Miha Māori at Hāto 
Petera Chapel on the second weekend of the month. For more information please call 
Manuel Beazley, Vicar for Māori on (09) 360 3058. Nau mai, haere mai. 
 
St Valentine’s Day Mass and Wedding Anniversary celebration at  
St Patrick and Joseph Cathedral. Celebration of Love, Marriage and Family Life 
Saturday 13th February at 5.00 pm (Wilson parking $4.00 validate ticket at 
Cathedral). All welcome: Engaged, Married, Singles, Families, Children.  
The Catholic Marriage Preparation Team, ph 360-3025   
Or email Gerry at gerrys@cda.org.nz for more information 

 
Mass for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired Deaf friendly Mass with NZSL the first for 
2021 |Sunday 14 February | 12noon|Poynton Room, Pompallier Catholic Centre, 30 
New St, Ponsonby | Bring something for shared lunch. 

A message from Monsignor Paul Farmer 
Dear Parishioners of St Benedict’s,  
Greetings to you all! Last Sunday I was  
overwhelmed by the thanks and gratitude that you 
expressed to me. It was a farewell that had a  
wonderful spirit that I won’t forget. My thanks to all 
who organised the celebration, thanks to all who 
were involved with the food, the items, the speeches. 
Thank you for the gifts, they are appreciated. I have 
enjoyed my 12 years at St Benedict’s, they will  
always have a place of honour in my heart. As I now 
move on to the next part of my life may I ask you to 
hold me in your hearts and prayers and I will do like 
wise. Thank you for the good times and great  
memories. With lots of love,  
Monsignor Paul Farmer. 

http://www.ctc.ac.nz
mailto:offic@ctc.ac.nz
mailto:gerrys@cda.org.nz

