SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
SATURDAY 6 PM
SUNDAY 9.30AM
(with children’s liturgy)
SUNDAY 5.30PM

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below)

Weekday Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm

Ethnic Mass Times
Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon
Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month
12:00 Noon

Baptisms & Marriages
Contact the Parish Office
Phone: (09) 379 0624

St Benedict’s Parish Office

Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month
1:30 pm

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 3.30 pm
Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624
Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz
Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Benedict’s Parish Priest
Father Andrew Matthew

Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Weekdays at the Cathedral
11.30am– 12.10pm

Also at St Benedict’s Parish

Parish Secretary
Catherine van Veen
catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz

Catholic Student Chaplain
Third Friday of the month
Rosary 6.45pm followed by Novena &
Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,
Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm.
Every Wednesday
Novena & Mass to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help 6.45pm
Saturdays
Rosary 10am - 20 Decade Rosary
held downstairs in meeting room, access
through parish carpark at back of church.

Fr Andrew Matthew
www.actc.net.nz

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank
Ph 815 6122

Parking for St Benedict’s Church

Free parking is available from Saturday
midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson
carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex
Evans Street.
Please note: A few parks are marked
reserved for tenant parking and are 24
hour tow away. These parks are allocated
to nearby residents not the Church!
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Every year Lent gives us a study in contrasts. After the solemnity of Ash Wednesday
(for those who were able to celebrate it), and the starkness of the temptation of Our
Lord in the wilderness, we suddenly encounter the glorious vision of the
Transfiguration on the Second Sunday of Lent.
Why then are we given this sudden change of mood? Partly it is for the same reason
as St Peter, St James, and St John were. To strengthen us for what is to come. The
vision was not for them to immediately proclaim, but to help them through the
experience of Christ’s passion and death, only to be told to everyone, after the
Resurrection. The foreshadowing of the risen, glorified, Christ, is to help us
remember why we undergo Lent each year. It is not a punishment. Rather it is a
journey, with a wonderful destination at the end.
But it is not just to help us through the remainder of the forty days of fasting and
penance. It is also to be a support throughout our lives. Difficulties and challenges
are, after all, not confined to Lent. Again and again in our Christian lives we can face
circumstances that can dishearten us. Times that make us wonder whether it is
really worth it.
We can have our own version of the disciples’ experience, watching those we love
suffer, or die. We can face our own pain and mortality. Sometimes the journey the
Lord is calling us to can seem like a continuous version of Lent: much fasting, little
feasting. In the face of that, we do need hope.
As the prayers of this Sunday’s mass remind us, the glimpse of the risen, glorified,
Christ on Mt Tabor, is also a glimpse of the risen, glorified, us. This Gospel is to help
us, before we get too settled into the rhythm of Lent, keep our eyes on the goal. Each
Easter we celebrate not just the Resurrection of Our Lord but our own hope of
Resurrection. Just as the disciples saw Moses and Elijah, personifying the Law and
the Prophets, pointing towards the Resurrection, so we see the Scriptures pointing
us towards the final destination for us all.
Journeys, whether through Lent, or life, can be tiring, even wearisome. But when we
have a clear vision of something we truly desire at the end of a journey, be it a luxury
hotel, a beautiful landscape, or a lover’s greeting, then it is much easier to shoulder
our pack, get up and carry on. All of those things, and more, await us at the end of
our Earthly journey. And today’s Gospel vision of the Transfigured Christ helps us
to recognise just how great the “more” waiting for us really is.
God bless.
Father Chris Denham

LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
First Reading (Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18) This reading shows how complete was Abraham’s
obedience to God.

Second Reading (Rom 8:31-34) Since God is on our side, we can face anything.
Gospel (Mk 9:2-10) On Mount Tabor three apostles of Jesus got a glimpse of the glory that was
his as the Son of God.

Next weeks readings: Ex 20:1-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25.

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s
The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly
in an inner-city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing.
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay.
Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet.

Install “St Benedicts Auckland” App
Keeping our Parish Community informed

Social Justice Retreat
This retreat from 9am-4pm Saturday 6 March 2021 at St Francis Retreat Centre 50
Hillsborough Rd led by Fr Merv Duffy SM will focus on some Social Justice aspects of
Mark’s Gospel and Fratelli Tutti. $20 including lunch. A few places are still available so
please contact Peter Garrick peterg@cda.org.nz or phone 022 1300 730 asap if you are
interested in attending.

Catholic Caring Foundation
Through donations, the
Caring Foundation is able to
support Catholic and local
social service providers that
strengthen or support families,
individuals and communities
in need.
We are now accepting grant
applications until April 9th,
2021. To download a grant
application form and to find
out who can apply, please visit
our website
www.caringfoundation.org.nz
Coming up at St Benedict’s:
St Benedict’s Church Holy Hour for Vocations.
Friday 5 March 7pm. Adoration and prayer in the
church followed by a talk by Father Andrew and a
hot drink in the crypt downstairs. Lots of free parking in the Wilson’s carpark (corner St Benedict’s
Street and Alex Evans Street). Come and support
our prayer for vocations.
Stations of the Cross
Fridays at 7pm during Lent
with Father Andrew Matthew
St Benedict’s Lenten Reconciliation Rite II
Friday 26 March 7.30pm

Catholic School Open Days







St Peter’s College Tuesday 9 March 9.30am & 1pm
Baradene College Thursday 4 March 6.30pm
St Mary’s College Thursday 4 March 2.30pm & 6.30pm
St Paul’s College Thursday 4 March 9.30am & 1.45pm
Sacred Heart College Wednesday 10 March
St Dominic’s College Tuesday 23 March 6.30pm

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,
Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn.
We remember those who have died
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Emmanuel Ntarmah, Georgina Ntarmah, Rita Graham, Margaret Santos,
Br. John Prendergast, Roy Cho, Monsignor Michael Browne.
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord

