
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Father Andrew Matthew 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Andrew Matthew 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT ~  21 FEBRUARY 2021 

  

 

 

  

 

We are now entering into the season of Lent where we prepare for the great celebration 
of Christ’s victory over death at Easter. We are called by Christ to renew ourselves in 
him so that we might share in this great victory. As the saying goes the best place to 
start is the beginning, and the beginning of our life in Christ is our baptism. St Peter, in 
his first letter tells us directly that the water of the great flood is a type of the baptism 
which saves those who receive baptism. The account from Genesis reminds us of God’s 
saving hand that is extended to us through our baptism, our Christian beginning. 
 

When we dwell on our spiritual starting point of baptism we are also given a clear sign 
post to where we are headed. Our baptism tells us that we are set apart for God and are 
heirs to the promises associated with our adoption into God’s family. Our baptism truly 
sets us apart in a veiled way compared with the clear outward sign of the imposition of 
ashes at the beginning of Lent. If you think back to previous years when you were able 
to attend an Ash Wednesday Mass or service, the reception of ashes on the forehead is a 
clear sign that you have been set apart for God. It also shows the destination that we are 
moving towards, the celebration of Christ’s victory of the cross. Our baptism makes us 
partakers of this mystery, through these waters we enter into the death of Christ so that 
we might also share in his resurrection. 
 

Lent is a season where we are invited to journey with Jesus into the wilderness for 40 
days, to be guided by the Spirit and prepared to receive the spiritual renewal that God 
wants to offer us. We are called to turn away from sin, renew our belief in the gospel 
message and remember the ultimate end that we are striving for, namely life with God in 
Heaven. During this Lenten journey we turn away from the pleasures of the world in the 
things that we have decided to fast from so that we might place more emphasis on our 
spiritual lives and our relationship with God. Fasting and prayer helps us in our  
intention of drawing close to God, it enables us to be properly disposed to receive the 
many gifts that God wants to give us. It is a reminder that we are not living for this 
world, and that our true home is in the world to come. Fasting and prayer helps us to 
more easily see the work of God in our lives, especially when we remove distractions 
that prevent us from being truly open to God.  
 

When we give up something which is good in itself, for love of God, we acknowledge 
that our relationship with God is more important than any material thing that we could 
ever possess. It gives us a renewed insight into just how important our membership in 
God’s family is, and that our baptism is something to be truly cherished. As we begin 
this season of Lent let us pray for one another that we might all receive the grace  
necessary to place Christ at the centre of our lives as we journey with him to the cross 
and ultimately the resurrection at Easter. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Fr Tony King-Archer 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

First Reading  (Gen 9:8-15)  This tells of the friendship-agreement (covenant) which God 

established with Noah and his descendants after the flood. 

 

Second Reading  (1 Peter 3:18-22) The waters of the flood of Noah’s time were a type of the 

waters of baptism by which we are saved. 

 

Gospel  (Mk 1:12-15) After his baptism Jesus spent forty days in the desert, during which time  

he was tempted by Satan. 
 

Next weeks readings: Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18;  Rom 8:31-34;  Ml 9:2-10 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s 
 

The Covid Lockdowns have reinforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our 
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly 
in an inner-city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing. 
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such 
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay. 
Many parishioners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under 
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this 
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download 
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Install  “St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

 
Bishop Michael Gielen - A Reflection on Lent https://youtu.be/RzWSDHBEUyA 

Open Days 
 

• St Peter’s College Tuesday 23 February 9.30am & 1pm 

• Baradene College Thursday 4 March 6.30pm 

• St Mary’s College Thursday 4 March 2.30pm & 6.30pm 

• St Paul’s College Thursday 4 March 9.30am & 1.45pm 

• Sacred Heart College Wednesday 10 March  

• St Dominic’s College Tuesday 23 March 6.30pm 

 

FOOD FOR FAITH offers brief daily email 
encouragements in LENT at 

www.foodforfaith.org.nz.  
Take a few minutes each day of Lent to  

experience Jesus Christ present with you and 
experience immediate benefits.   

 
Diocesan Youth Mass 

Hosted by The Logos Project  
St Patrick’s Cathedral  

Sunday 28 February 7pm  

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn. 
 

 

We remember those who have died 
 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  

Edith O’Brien, Beatrice Johnson, Metui Lotu, Lilly Thomas, Bernard Kelly,  

Charlotte Willis. 
 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

ARE YOU A TERTIARY STUDENT IN AUCKLAND? You are invited to the  
Auckland Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy (ACTC) for our 2021 Welcome BBQ.  
ENJOY delicious food, CONNECT with other Catholic students, and DISCOVER your 
‘Home away from home’ in the city. 5PM-7PM, Friday 5th March ACTC,  
110 Symonds St, Grafton. For more info visit: facebook.com/thechaplains 

St Benedict’s Lenten  
Reconciliation Rite II 

Friday 26 March 7.30pm 

 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS  

St Benedict’s Church Friday 5 March 7pm  

Adoration and prayer in the Church 

followed by a Talk by Fr Andrew Matthew in the crypt 
 

Free parking at Wilson’s carpark corner Alex Evans St and St Benedict’s St 

Stations of the Cross 7pm  
Fridays during Lent  

with Father Andrew Matthew 

Walk a day in their shoes! Join a 12-hour walk around Auckland on the 6th March to 
raise funds for vulnerable families in Latin America through the Catholic charity - NPH 

New Zealand. Find out more or donate here: www.nph-nz.org/walk 

https://youtu.be/RzWSDHBEUyA
http://www.foodforfaith.org.nz
http://www.nph-nz.org/walk

