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Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
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Parish Secretary 
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SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  8 NOVEMBER 2020 

  

 

 

  

 We are heading into the last days of the Church’s year; we are, in fact, only three 
weeks from the beginning of Advent. Traditionally in these last Sundays of the year 
the readings and the prayers in the liturgy lead us to reflect, not so much on the end 
of the year, but the end of all things. For the next three Sundays we will hear Our 
Lord teaching us in parables about judgement. 
This Sunday we hear of ten attendants of a bride, awaiting the bridegroom, not 
knowing when he will arrive. When he does, late and unexpectedly, five of them are 
able to go into the wedding feast with him, and five are not. The distinguishing 
mark, it seems, is wisdom. 
But what does wisdom look like? All of them are attendants of the bride, all of them 
have lamps. Just as all of us are a part of the Church, Christ’s bride, and at our  
baptism were enlightened by Christ. And all of them, despite the Lord’s call to stay 
awake, fell asleep during the wait, just as all of us lose focus on our calling and get 
distracted by the world at times. What marks the wise, it seems, is that they have 
provided themselves with oil for their lamps, while the foolish have not. We might 
well ask, then, what is this oil that we need to provide ourselves with while we wait 
for the coming of the bridegroom, the Lord?  
In the first reading, from the book of Wisdom, the personification of wisdom says 
that she comes to those who desire her, who seek after her. To get wisdom we need 
to go out, not to sit in our own place, concentrating on ourselves. We should in fact 
link this together with the parables we will hear in the weeks to come, to recall the 
one who received one talent and buried it in the ground, and the goats who did not 
care for the Lord in the least of His brothers and sisters. The wisdom that the Lord 
seeks from us depends on love of God and neighbour, it seems, just as do the Law 
and the Prophets.  
At this time of the year, then, we are reminded that the world, and we ourselves, are 
finite and will come to an end. But our response is not to sit obsessing about when 
this will happen, but to go about, doing our best to love as the Lord called us to. 
The wise bridesmaids fell asleep, just like the foolish, but they remained awake 
enough to go and get oil from those who provide it, as they told the foolish to do. In 
other words, they got it from the poor, the sick, the dying, those who mourn, the 
lonely, and even the dead, for whom we are called to pray in this month. May we do 
likewise. 

Father Chris Skinner 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading  (Wis 6:12-16) This sings the praise of wisdom, which can be found by all those who 

seek it. 

 

Second Reading  (1 Thess 4:13-18) St Paul consoles his converts at Thessalonika who are worried 

about the fate of their loved ones who have died before the return of the Lord.  

 

Gospel  (Matthew 25:1-13) A story which urges us to stay awake because we do not know the 

day nor the hour of the Lord’s coming. 
 

Next Week’s readings:  Prov 31:10-13.19-20.30-31, 1 Thess 5:1-6, Mt 25:14-30. 

 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Important message for Parishoners at St Benedict’s 
The Covid Lockdowns have re-inforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our 
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly 
in an inner city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing. 
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such 
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay. 
Many parishoners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under 
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this 
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download 
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 

Install  “ St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

JUBILEE BURSARY APPLICATIONS INVITED for Semester 1, 2021.  
 
Applicants must be Catholic and contributing to the mission of the Catholic Church 
in the Auckland Diocese. The bursary is a contribution toward fees for Theology and 
RE courses at degree and post grad level. 
 
Applications close Thursday, 12 November 2020 For information and an application 
pack please contact: Michelle Jarvis michellej@cda.org.nz Ph:(09)360-3091  

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn. 
 

 

We remember those who have died, 
 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:    

Edmund Treacy, Louisa Hanfling, Dora Wenzlick, Ailsa Milligan, Michael Rozijn, Bishop John Cun-

neen, Sopane Watkins, Genevieve Barcham, David Mitchell, Thomas Doran, Anastasia Farrell, 

Rene Colebourne, William Craigie, Erin Lister. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

NORTH SHORE DOVE FELLOWSHIP 
FOR WOMEN, will meet at St. Thomas 
More Church hall in Glenfield on 18th Nov 
2020 at 7:30 p.m. for the final meeting for 
the year.  The speaker is INGRID  
D'SOUZA and the topic is  
THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH.   
Scripture reference is Exodus 15:2-3 The Lord is 
my strength and my might, and he has become my  
salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my 
father's God, and I will exalt him.  The Lord is a  
warrior; the Lord is his name.  

OPEN DAY: GIANNA’S CHOICE  
Pregnancy Options and Support 
Come and visit our pregnancy centre. We 
are keen for more people to join us in  
assisting expectant mothers.  Those who 
would be interested could be those with a 
desire to serve others; experienced  
mothers or women with a health or  
helping background plus a solid pro-life 
commitment in the context of Catholic 
morality. The opportunities are varied. 
Volunteers are needed on an on-call and 
regular basis for: 

 face to face consultations 

 taking calls on the Option Line 

 sorting resources and making up baby packs 

 making cards; nappy stacks; promotion in the    
          community 

 practical support after birth 

 life skills education 

All are welcome to come and find out 
more. Saturday 14thNovember, 
2.00pm.  John Paul II Centre.  
569 Richardson Rd., Mt Roskill. Enquiries 
021 231 7954 

Quo Vadis An invitation to young men who feel like God might be calling them to 
serve his Church as a priest.  
You are invited to attend a prayer breakfast on the first Saturday of the month. We 
gather for Mass and a time of fellowship, where the call that God gives to follow him 
can be discussed in greater depth.   
We are gathering at St. Mark’s Pakuranga on the 7th November at 9am for Mass with 
breakfast to follow. If you are interested in attending, please contact  
Fr. Tony King-Archer at tony@stpatricks.org.nz 

mailto:michellej@cda.org.nz
mailto:tony@stpatricks.org.nz

