
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Tuesday to Friday  9.30 am - 2.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: www.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Monsignor Paul Farmer 

paul@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  15 NOVEMBER 2020 

  

 

 

  

 Our gospel scripture tells the story of three servants and what they did with the 
money their Master entrusted to them. 
The Master in the parable who is about to go on a journey indicates that he has 
great confidence in each of his three servants. He gives each of them in the currency 
of the time a significant amount of money. He was sensitive to their varying abilities 
and distributed financial responsibility accordingly. The Master departs on his  
journey and when he returns he wants to settle accounts with his three servants. 
The first two show that during his absence they have been very industrious. They 
have doubled the amount that was given to them. It’s the behaviour of the third 
servant who is the focus of the parable. His behaviour throws light on just what it 
means to be prepared. He begins by excusing himself by saying that he was scared 
and intimidated by the demanding character of the Master. It’s an attempt at  
self-justification. But the Master turns his excuse against the unproductive  
should have worked and strived to do something with the money. And the Master 
ends by calling him wicked and worthless, lazy and useless. Then the Master takes 
the talent that was originally given to him. Now the servant has nothing and is 
thrown out of the household. 
Whenever I look around I see many talents and gifts, every one of us has been gifted 
by God. Wherever you go humans are gifted people with an extraordinary variety of 
talents. The talents can be found in any aspect of life; academic talents, sports  
talents, musical talents, artistic talents, language talents, design talents, monetary 
talents, the list goes on and on. The gospel parable tells us that we are to use the  
talents that we’ve been given, we are to be industrious and generous with them. The 
third servant did nothing with what he’d been given because he was enslaved by 
fear, he saw his Master as a harsh and calculating man. There can be a trap for us 
church going and religious folk. We can create an image and idea of God that makes 
him exacting and fearful. Living with an unhealthy fear of God will cripple us. The 
God of Jesus Christ is a God of love and mercy and compassion, a God who wants us 
to be free to grow into the very best human that we can be. He allows us to make 
mistakes so that we can develop the talents and gifts that he’s given to us. If we are 
to be faithful to God and use his gifts, we must be willing to take risks. 
The third servant wouldn’t or couldn’t take a risk and he was condemned.  
Remember the name of the game of life is risk. If you do not take risks for God, you 
cannot grow in God. 
With Cheers! 
 
Monsignor Paul Farmer 
St Benedict’s, Newton. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading  (Prov 31:10-13.19-20.30-31) By today’s standards the woman at the centre of this 

reading would hardly be called a talented person. Yet she is held up as a model.  

 

Second Reading  (1 Thess 5:1-6) Since they don’t know exactly when the Lord will return, Paul 

urges the disciples to be always ready lest they be caught unawares.  

 

Gospel  (Mt 25:14-30) The parable of the talents tells us how best to await the Lord’s return. 
 

Next Week’s readings:  Ezek 34:11-12.15-17, 1 Cor 15:20-26.28, Mt 25:31-46. 

 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Important message for Parishioners at St Benedict’s 
 

The Covid Lockdowns have re-inforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our 
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly 
in an inner city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing. 
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such 
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay. 
Many parishoners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under 
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this 
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download 
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 
 

Install  “ St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

Special Pre-recording for the Christmas Mass 
for Radio New Zealand & Shine TV at the Cathedral 
7 pm Thursday 19 November  
The Cathedral of St Patrick & St Joseph has been asked by Radio New Zealand to 
provide a recorded Christmas Day Mass for broadcast.  
We will be celebrating this pre-recorded Mass here at the Cathedral,  
Thursday 19 November at 7 pm. Please join us and Bishop Michael and lend your  
voices and your faith to this opportunity for our Diocese. The Mass will also be filmed 
for the Shine TV Christmas broadcast. 
Validated parking will be available at the Wilson’s car parks from 6.30 pm on Hobson 
Street ($4) and Durham Lane ($2). 
 
 
Shine TV Mass this Sunday was filmed at St Peter’s College recently  
completed chapel with Monsignor Paul Farmer presiding. 
Sunday at 2pm on Free-to-air TV channel 25 and SKY TV Channel 201 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn. 
 

 

We remember those who have died, 
 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:    

Bridget Dunne, James O’Donavan, Lilian Nelson, Joanne Ahmu, Tom Wilkin, Father William 

O’Meara, Eleanor Dunn, Bill Shanly, Malcom Diaz, George O’Dell, Ellen Malcolm, Kevin Ryan. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

NORTH SHORE DOVE FELLOWSHIP 
FOR WOMEN, will meet at St. Thomas 
More Church hall in Glenfield on 18th Nov 
2020 at 7:30 p.m. for the final meeting for 
the year.   
 
The speaker is INGRID  
D'SOUZA and the topic is  
THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH.   
 
Scripture reference is Exodus 15:2-3 The 
Lord is my strength and my might, and he has  
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will 
praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt 
him.  The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name.  

We extend a special congratulations and a 
very warm welcome to the church for the  
children and their families who have been 
part of the Sacramental programme  
this year.  
 
After so many delays it is wonderful to be 
able to finally celebrate this occasion. 
 
Confirmation: 
Mario Samita 
 
Confirmation/First Holy Communion: 
Stephanie Wagg 
Nasareta Auva’a 
Senara Wanasinghe 
Onel Wanasinghe 
Edgard Espinosa 
Aaron Thomas 
Adrian Samita 
Stephania Eason-Vecchionacce 
 
Baptism/Confirmation/First Holy        
Communion: 
Edward Brown 
Leonia Toleafoa 
Imogen Buffett Bray 
Noah Lazayres 
Keziah Lazayres 
Arnold O’Neill 
Remy O’Neill 
 


