
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
Website: ww.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Monsignor Paul Farmer 

paul@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Tongan: 3rd Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4th Sunday of the month 
1:30 pm 

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ~  18 OCTOBER 2020 

  

 

 

  

Today’s gospel scripture presents Jesus in a battle of wits with the religious leaders 
of the people. The Pharisees and the Herodians come together to trap Jesus. 
They create a question about Roman Taxation that was an issue that could easily 
cause   people to take sides. It’s with this issue that the religious leaders hope to en-
snare Jesus. They begin with words of flattery; “Teacher, we know that you are sin-
cere”, and then they set their trap, “Tell us then, what do you think. Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor or not?’ The trap is that if Jesus says NO, then he’ll be ac-
cused of political insubordination that might incite others to respond and follow. If 
he says YES, he’ll appear to have relinquished Israel’s claim of being a people bound 
only to God. 
Jesus is not taken in by their flattery. He knows what they’re trying to do and he 
knows what’s at stake. They not only want to shame him in the eyes of the people; 
they also hope to put him in political jeopardy. In his response Jesus shames THEM 
by calling them hypocrites and then he unmasks what they’re up to. He asks for a 
coin that can be used to pay the poll tax. The coin, was abhorrent to the Jews be-
cause it had the image of Caesar on it along with titles that gave him political hon-
our as well as divine status. Jesus asks them the question “whose head is this and 
whose title? Then they acknowledge that the coin contains the    image of Caesar. 
He directs them “to give back” or “to repay” what is owed to both Caesar and God. 
“Give to the Emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things  
that are God’s.” 
Jesus is saying that we can be loyal to a religious tradition and to a secular power. It 
may be difficult at times, especially when their claims seem to conflict, but it is pos-
sible. In his    response Jesus gains honour in the eyes of the people, while his ques-
tioners are disgraced. The awesome words of Jesus contain a powerful religious 
message;  
“Give to God what belongs to God.” 
The implication of these words is that God’s name and inscription is on all of us; we 
are all made in the image and likeness of God. Just as we pay our tribute to earthly 
rulers; we must give appropriate allegiance to God. God is at the heart of Creation; 
knowing this can give us huge courage in times of anxiety. In our turbulent and 
troubled world where we don’t know what’s going to happen next, we can have 
hope because life can never get out of control   because God is always in control. 
“Give to God the things that are God’s.” 
As we live our lives day by day, let us not only give earthly powers what belongs to 
them, but let us be sure to give to God, the God of our past, the God of our present 
and the God of our future the love and the trust that rightly belongs to him. 
The challenge as always – make God the centre of your life and living. 
 
Monsignor Paul Farmer 
St Benedict’s Church 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

First Reading  (Isaiah 45:1.4-6). The return of the people from exile—a return made possible by 

King Cyrus—is seen as a sign of God’s love for his people, Israel, and of his lordship over all 

peoples. 

 

Second Reading  (1 Thessalonians 1:1-5). Here we see Paul’s concern for the Christians at 

Thessalonika.  

 

Gospel  (Matthew 22:15-21). This is the story of an effort by the enemies of Jesus to trap him into 

saying something incriminating. 
 

Next Week’s readings:  Ex 22:20-26,  1 Thess 1:5-10,  Matthew 22:34-40 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

Joshua Catholic Men's Fellowship, North Shore 
The next meeting is on Wed 28 Oct 2020  at 7.30pm. The venue is St Joseph's Centre,  
1 Fred Thomas Drive, Takapuna. All men are warmly welcomed to meet and  share with other 
men in the spirit of friendship, comradeship and brotherhood.  
Our guest speaker is Michael Lobo who is very much involved in the Auckland Catholic  
Charismatic Renewal and his presentation will be on John 10:27  -  "My sheep listen to 
my voice; I know them, and they follow me".   
What is my response to Christ's invitation?  We look forward to your presence. 
For more information please contact: Russell 022 034 5678. 

Important message for Parishoners at St Benedict’s 
The Covid Lockdowns have re-inforced the need for an easy way of communicating with our 
parishioners. Parish data bases relying on email are very difficult to keep updated, particularly 
in an inner city parish such as ours where demographics are constantly changing. 
The introduction last year of the “St Benedict’s App” has been revolutionary, offering such 
features as General Communications, Selective messaging and Pushpay. 
Many parishoners have already downloaded the App, but it has become clear, that under 
lockdown conditions, the parish office can be much more effective if we are all using this 
modern electronic method of communication. We are now urging all parishioners to download 
the St Benedict’s App from the App store on your mobile phone or tablet. 

Install  “ St Benedicts Auckland” App 
Keeping our Parish Community informed 

WELCOME BACK!   
MASS UNDER ALERT LEVEL 1 

 

We are delighted to be back at alert level 1 and 
able to celebrate Sunday Mass together once 
again. We remind you to please scan the QR 
code as you arrive. We have hand sanitiser 
available for your use. Most importantly, please 
do not attend if you are sick.  
At this stage we will not be receiving            
communion from the cup or on to the tongue, 
and we encourage you not to shake hands at the 
sign of peace. 
 

MISSION SUNDAY  
18 OCTOBER 

 

Parishioners are reminded that 
today is Mission Sunday 
 

This collection is the major      
fundraiser for the work of the  
Pontifical Mission Societies.  
Please give generously today. 
For further information please go 
to Missio.nz on the web. 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn 
 

 

We remember those who have died,  
 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:    

Sister Theresa OP, Florence Jayetileke, Peter Smit, Dorothy Beadle, Oswald Goonetilleke, Jean 

O’Reilly, Debbie Herbert, Dylan Brown, Marlene Santos, Martin McCoach, Thomas Buckly,  

Duetrun Jayetileke, Jack Nolan 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

 
The Commission for Ecumenism 2020 Talk 
Series celebrating Ut Unum Sint 25th  
anniversary. Pope Francis and the World 
Council of Churches on the Environmental 
Crisis. Common ground and shared vision 
concerning our responsibilities for the care of 
the Earth. 
Thursday 22 October, 7:00 PM | St Columba 
Centre, 44 Vermont St, Ponsonby. All are 
welcome. 
  
JUBILEE BURSARY APPLICATIONS  
INVITED for Semester 1, 2021. Applicants 
must be Catholic and contributing to the  
mission of the Catholic Church in the     
Auckland Diocese. The bursary is a             
contribution toward fees for Theology and  
RE courses at degree and post grad level. 
Applications close Thursday, 12 November 
2020 For information and an application pack 
please contact: Michelle Jarvis 
michellej@cda.org.nz Ph:(09)360-3091  

mailto:michellej@cda.org.nz

