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SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ~  20 SEPTEMBER 2020 

  

 

 

  

The gospel this Sunday brings to mind the commonly used phrase, “It’s just not fair”. 

Just imagine an employer pays all his workers the same salary whether they began 

work at six or nine, or twelve or three or five. And he justifies his salary system with a 

questionable principle:  

“Am I not allowed to choose with what belongs to me?” (Matt: 20:15) 

This parable takes us to those events and places in our lives when we just want to cry 

out: “It’s just not fair!” The parable takes us back to our childhood when our brothers 

and sisters seemed to get a bigger piece of the cake, or a nicer bike, or a better deal 

than we did. The parable can remind us of those times that we were left on the side, 

or we weren’t chosen. There are many occasions in our lives when we feel cheated 

and we want to scream: “It’s just not fair!” Jesus first told this parable because      

people, especially good people, especially religious people were complaining to him 

that: “It’s just not fair!” The faithful were often scandalized that Jesus was so open 

and that he was so accepting of the rag tags of his day. People like the tax-collectors, 

the prostitutes, and the new comers to God’s reign. The ever-so-good people thought 

that somehow religion was a matter of reward. Jesus’ response to this kind of attitude 

was a very definite NO! For Jesus religion was not a matter of reward. Religion was 

about rejoicing in the fact that ALL are invited to the kingdom, where the first as well 

as the last, the faithful as well as the sinners, the old-timers as well as the new-comers 

will all be welcome. Jesus told this parable to the people of his day, who just like us, 

often think and feel that our faith, that our religion can be measured by our ways. 

We’re being reminded that faith can only be measured by God’s ways, because God 

is more generous and more loving and forgiving than our tiny little minds could ever 

imagine. 

Well what about us living twenty centuries after this parable was first spun? What 

significance can the Parable of the Good Employer have on our lives? In our popular 

kiwi-culture aren’t there a great deal of attitudes that are widespread? Attitudes like 

this, “You get what you deserve”, or “nothing comes free”, or “if you want money 

then work for it”, or “if you want mercy, you have to deserve it”. Today’s parable is 

challenging us to look at justice through God’s eyes. The justice of which God speaks 

is not textbook justice. The justice of God says: Give to each man, woman and child 

what is due to each. Give to each what they have a right to demand, because he or 

she is a human being. 

Open your hearts to this parable, let the spirit loose and you might just be lost in 

wonder at how good and just God really is. 

 

With good wishes, 

Monsignor Paul Farmer 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading (Isaiah 55:6-9). As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are 

God’s ways above our ways. 

Second Reading (Phil 1:20-24.27). Writing from prison, Paul is thinking of his death, 

and longing for complete union with Christ. 

Gospel (Mt 20:1-16). This is a story about the generosity of God, which soars above 

human standards. 
 

Next Week’s readings: Ezek 18:25-28, Phil 2:1-5, Mt 2:28-32 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
 

As our Society moves towards a cashless environment we are pleased to offer two 
modern electronic ways of making your donations as well as traditional gifting 

methods. We offer the Electronic Pushpay System. This can be used for both regular 
and one off contributions by Downloading the “St Benedicts” App  

on to your smart Phone.  
 

Our Paywave Tap and Go System is in operation and set at $5.00 when activated 
by your debit or credit card. You will find the booth at the entrance to the church. 

 
UPCOMING ELECTION NEWS 

 

NZ Catholic Bishops Statement 

The Bishops’ 2020 Election Statement-Whakapuaki Pōti  has just been                      

published.  Limited printed copies of the Election Statement will be available from          

pastoraloffice@cda.org.nz if you would like them please email and give the             

requested number.  

A pdf also available at:                                                                        

www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Catholic-Bishops-Election-Statement-2020.pdf  

 

Live Forum on Euthanasia with Dr John Kleinsman Learn more about what you are  

voting on as Dr John Kleinsman, Chair of the Care Alliance, unpacks the End of Life 

Choice Act. 

End of Life Choice Referendum Are You Ready to Vote?  Live-streamed presentation: 

Tuesday 22 September – 7.00pm Care Alliance Facebook:                                   

https://www.facebook.com/carealliancenz/   

The Nathaniel Report, published by the New Zealand Catholic bishops’ Nathaniel   

Centre for Bioethics.  Articles include scrutiny of the euthanasia and cannabis            

referendums being held at the same time as the October 17 general election.  

The issue is also online here:                                                            

www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Nathaniel-Report-61-FINAL.pdf  

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Rus Quinn 

We remember those who have died: Margaret Leetberg 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  

Alphonso Leo Hynes, Socorro Gallego, Monsignor Brian Francis Arahill, Martin Dempsey,  

Benjamin Monahan, Hilary Shackleton, Mary Netto, Bert Grinter, Cherie Simeti, Elizabeth Mary 

Hymes, Anthony Michael Murray, Gwen Murnane, Mark Gleeson, Henrietta Schaumkell,  

Ernie Leano, Merlyn Charlotte Mount-Earle, Alice Bridget Gordon 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Free Digital NZ Catholic 

 

There will be no deliveries of the    

current print issue of NZ Catholic to 

parishes. However, the latest version of 

NZ Catholic is being made available 

free of charge for you to distribute.  

The link to the free issue is https://

indd.adobe.com/view/2a61ed4c-b19f-

4f67-9d49-728df7acf784 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

The diocesan Liturgy Centre has again 

produced materials for families and 

individuals to pray together around the 

Sunday Scriptures.  The family edition is 

on the St Benedict’s website and a 

more formal version can be found at 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/

liturgy/resources/ritual-prayers/ 

Beginning Experience 

 

ALONE AGAIN?  A weekend away to 

help those suffering the heartache of 

Separation, Divorce, or Widowhood   

6-8 November. The Beginning Experi-

ence is a non-profit organization that 

provides support for the grieving single 

again, and offers an opportunity to 

turn the pain of loss into an experience 

of positive growth. The total cost for 2 

nights accommodation, meals, and 

materials, plus a follow up event is 

$350  with Early Bird cost $325 if paid 

by 25 Sept.  For further information 

please phone Kelly 0276864416 or Bev 

09 298 9943 & 0272481631 

www.beginningexperience.org.nz  

Titipounamu Study & Joy 

Online Session (Evening): Mary, the Mother of 

God – A Contemporary Understanding of 

Mary with Br Kieran Fenn 

Topic on Monday, 21 September, 7-

8.30pm: Marian Dogmas – Do they Speak to   

Today? 

Fee: $25/session. Special fees for groups of more 

than 2 persons. ZOOM. 

Information and Registration: info@studyjoy.nz 

See also: https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/virtual-

teaching-mary-mother-of-god-i-with-kieran-fenn-

fms-6/ 

Online Session (Retreat Day): Who am I ? –     

Reflecting on our Identity in God with Eamon 

Butler. Saturday, 24 October, 10.30am-4pm.   

Fee: $60. 

For more information and registra-

tion: info@studyjoy.nz 

https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/virtual-retreat-

day-with-eamon-butler-who-am-i/ 
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