
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: ww.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Monsignor Paul Farmer 

paul@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ~  13 SEPTEMBER 2020 

  

 

 

  

At the heart of our relationship with God is the knowledge that we are loved and  
forgiven. What we sometimes fail to appreciate is how great that forgiveness is.  
Minimising our faults is a pretty basic human characteristic. Most of us start it in 
childhood – and we carry on. What I did wasn’t really that bad, and so on. It’s not 
very attractive, and it also makes it all too easy to carry on to somewhere worse, 
because we tend not to be so good at minimising the sins of others. As a result, we 
tend to regard the failings of others with a much less charitable eye than our own. 
Jesus was addressing this in his famous call to “take a plank out of our own eye  
before looking for specks in others”. The parable of the man who owed 10,000  
talents is giving us that same message. Neither of these passages is calling us to 
think of our own sins as worse that anyone else’s however. Rather they are to teach 
us just how profound God’s mercy is.  
The sum of 10,000 talents was, in Jesus’ day, an insane amount. The rough  
equivalent today, in terms of an average day’s wages, is several billion dollars. 
When the man says “give me time and I will repay you”, he is speaking nonsense. 
He would never be able to pay the sum, no matter what he did, and yet he is freely 
forgiven. In the same way the Lord’s gift of sharing in the divine life, of being as St 
John teaches us, “like Him for we shall see Him as He really is”, is far beyond our 
ability to pay. And yet it is freely given to us.  
Free gift though it is, it also calls us to respond. Not in repayment, which is beyond 
our capacity, but in giving to others, which each of us can do. It is why we say in the 
Our Father, forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
It is worth noting that this task isn’t as simple as it looks. In contrast to 10,000  
talents, 100 denarii seems very little. And it is. But in Jesus’ day, one denarius was 
the standard days wage for a working man. Imagine the sum of one hundred days 
work at the minimum wage – about four months’ pay, when you include weekends. 
If someone owed you that much – you would want it back too. You would get pretty 
grumpy, unless you recalled how much you owed. 
This teaching isn’t about “not sweating the little things”, but rather a reminder that 
even the bigger things – those things we find hardest to forgive – need to be seen in 
the light of what God has given us, and forgiven in us. It is a real challenge in other 
words, but one that Our Lord makes clear we have to embrace. 

Fr Chris Denham 

 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading (Ecclesus 27:30-28:7). In refusing to forgive those who have sinned 

against us, we exclude ourselves from receiving God’s forgiveness for our own sins. 

Second Reading (Rom 14:7-9). The entire existence of a Christian is for Christ and for 

others. 

Gospel (Mt 18-21-35). We must be willing to extend to others the generous forgiveness 

God has extended to us. 
 

Next Week’s readings: Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20-24.27; Mt 20:1-16 
 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
 

As our Society moves towards a cashless environment we are pleased to offer two 
modern electronic ways of making your donations as well as traditional gifting 

methods. We offer the Electronic Pushpay System. This can be used for both regular 
and one off contributions by Downloading the “St Benedicts” App  

on to your smart Phone.  
 

Our Paywave Tap and Go System is in operation and set at $5.00 when activated 
by your debit or credit card. You will find the booth at the entrance to the church. 

Residential Individually Guided Silent  
Retreat in the dynamic of the                        
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola. 
 
6 Day Retreat:  
October 25 (10am)– 30 (4pm)  
St Francis Retreat Centre,  
50 Hillsborough Road, Auckland. 
Cost $770. 
 
There are still a few places available on this 
retreat. For more information contact 
chair@ignatianspirituality.nz. 

ACU CENTRE FOR LITURGY Free Public 
Lecture by Sr Dr. Julia Upton, Provost 
Emerita and retired Distinguished         
Professor in the Department of Theology 
and Religious Studies at St. John’s         
University NY 

Online via Zoom, Monday October 12       
10-11.30am (AEDT) The Zoom link will be   
provided on 9 October 2020 to those who 
have registered. Registration is essential for 
this free public lecture by 7 October.  

www.acu.edu.au/LectureUpton 

 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:     

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham  

We remember those who have died 

And those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  

Erin Lister, Maimoa Garren, Lawrence Netto, Manel Ambiptyaia, Siulua Foliaki Kisina,  

Fr. William Ormond, Kathryn Jennings 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Weaving together 

Liturgy and Life 

Liturgy Conference 
 

•Liturgies 
•Keynote Speakers 
•Break out Sessions 

 
P O S T P O N E D  

Now 7-9 October 2020 
At Baradene College of the Sacred 

Heart, Auckland 
 

Digital presentations from 
2 & 3 October 

Link will be emailed to subscribers 
Please subscribe to the Liturgy 
Conference Newsletter via the 

website below you wish to receive 
the link 

 
More information at  
www.wuss.org.nz 

Worshipping Under Southern Skies 
2020 

DATE CHANGED 
 
The North Shore Dove Fellowship 
meeting is now: 
 
Wednesday, 23rd Sept (pending covid 
alert level) 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
hall at 7:30 
 
Speaker is BEV McDONALD on the 
topic I BELONG TO CHRIST  

mailto:chair@ignatianspirituality.nz

