
St Benedict’s Parish Office  
Monday to Friday  9.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Contact Details: Phone (09) 379 0624   

Email: office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Website: ww.stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

St Benedict’s Parish Priest 

Monsignor Paul Farmer 

paul@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 
 

Parish Secretary 

Catherine van Veen 

catherine@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 

SATURDAY 6 PM   

 

SUNDAY 9.30AM   

(with children’s liturgy) 

 

SUNDAY 5.30PM  

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE (see below) 

Weekday Mass Times  
Wednesday - Friday: Mass 12.10pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Weekdays at the Cathedral  

11.30am– 12.10pm  

Parking for St Benedict’s Church 
Free parking is available from Saturday 

midday to Sunday evening in the Wilson 

carpark on corner of St Benedict’s & Alex 

Evans Street. 
 
 

Please note: A few parks are marked 

reserved for tenant parking and are 24 

hour tow away. These parks are allocated 

to nearby residents not the Church! 

Also at St Benedict’s Parish 
First Friday of the month 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 

6.30pm then Mass in devotion to the    

 Sacred Heart of Jesus at 7.30 pm 
 

Third Friday of the month 

Rosary 6.45pm followed by  Novena & 

Mass in devotion to the Holy Child Jesus,  

Senor Santo Niño at 7.30pm. 
 

Every Wednesday 

Novena & Mass to Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help 6.45pm 
 

Saturdays 

Rosary 10am  -  20 Decade Rosary  

held downstairs in meeting room, access 

through parish carpark  at back of church.  

Baptisms & Marriages 
 

Contact the Parish Office 

Phone: (09) 379 0624 

Catholic Student Chaplain  
Fr Chris Denham phone 303 3852 

www.actc.net.nz  
 

St Vincent de Paul & Foodbank  
Ph 815 6122 

Ethnic Mass Times 
 

Spanish: 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

12:00 Noon 
 

Tongan: 3
rd

 Sunday of the month 
12:00 Noon 

 

Indonesian: 4
th
 Sunday of the month 

1:30 pm 

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ~  19 JULY 2020 

One of the best known arguments against the existence of God is what is 
known as the problem of evil. How can you believe in an all-powerful God 

when so much evil and suffering are found in the world? 
  

It should be noted that as an argument for the existence of God generally it 
has a weakness. If, as Iago sings in Verdi's Otello, we declare “I believe in a 
cruel God” there isn’t an issue. But for Christians who declare a belief in a 

God who is love, there is a question to answer. 
  

Some have argued that the issue is simply that we cannot see the whole 
picture – that from a proper perspective what we see as evil is part of a 

greater good. But the problem with this is we know that God teaches us that 
the end does not justify the means, so evil inflicted on innocents as a means 

to a greater good seems wrong.  
 

A better answer is found in Our Lord’s teaching in the Gospel. God permits 
evil, because to root it out would destroy that which is good, so the evil 

sown in the world must remain until all is made new.  
  

There is more to it, however. It would be wrong to see this as Jesus 
explaining why ‘bad people’ are allowed to exist and, it seems, flourish; to 

look on it as an explanation for God allowing evil people to live. We are not 
to see the weeds in the parable just as evil people, but rather to  

recognise that what is true of the world, is true of human hearts. Each of us 
has to acknowledge the presence of the weeds of evil in our own hearts. 

Which is why we should be grateful for God’s forbearance, as Jesus 
explains. But also to recognise that the grace of God has the power to 

transform weeds into wheat.  
  

Each of us, whatever our failures is made in the image and likeness of God, 
and has the possibility for sharing in the glory of the children of God. God 
goes to great lengths not to take that possibility away. Which is why our 

first reading rejoices in the hope of repentance. It reminds us that our 
response to evil in the world is not just to reject it, and stand against it. It is 
also always a call to let the grace of God into our own hearts, that whatever 

weeds have taken root may be, not rooted up, but transformed into that 
fruitful wheat that can yield, as we heard last week, thirty-fold, sixty, 

 a hundred. 
  

Blessings ~ Fr Chris Denham 



LITURGY OF THE WORD ~ 16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  God has both the knowledge and the power to root out evil 

people if he so desired. But this reading talks about his leniency, and how we ought  

to imitate it. 

 Romans 8:26-27  The Holy Spirit helps us to pray when we can’t find the words to 

express what is on our minds. 

 Matthew 13:24-43  The Church, and indeed the world, is like a field in which wheat 

and weeds grow side by side until they are separated at the harvest time. 
 

Next Week’s readings: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12;  Romans 8:28-30;  Matthew 13:44-52 

 

For Sunday /weekday readings see: mobilegabriel.com 

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME DATES: 
 

Confirmation, First Eucharist classes  
Sundays 19 July, 26 July, 2 August,  
9 August, 16 August & 23 August 

 

Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation & First Eucharist 
Sunday 30 August 9.30am Mass 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
 

As our Society moves towards a cashless environment we are pleased to offer two 
modern electronic ways of making your donations as well as traditional gifting 

methods. We offer the Electronic Pushpay System. This can be used for both regular 
and one off contributions by Downloading the “St Benedicts” App  

on to your smart Phone.  
 

Our Paywave Tap and Go System is in operation and set at $5.00 when activated 
by your debit or credit card. You will find the booth at the entrance to the church. 

COVID-19 
Given there still are some Covid-19 cases in New Zealand, the restriction of no 

Communion from the chalice will remain.  
Hand sanitiser is available as you enter the church – please use it.  

The Government app is also available for you to use for contact tracing. 
If you are unwell, please stay home!! 

Prayer book lost at St Benedict’s Church on 
Sunday 21 June.   Prayer book approx. 6x4 

with soft pale brown cover. Names inside are 
 T I McKeown and Brian Gubb with a contact 

phone number.  Owner very keen to be  
reunited with the book and happy to pay a 

$150 reward. Please contact the parish office 
09 379 0624 or Brian Gubb 021 629 241  

Readers and Communion Ministers 
are needed for our Sunday 5.30pm Mass. 
If you would like to contribute to one of 

these ministries, please contact the parish 
office on 09 379 0624 or email 

office@stbenedictsauckland.org.nz 

Please pray for those who are sick, recovering from surgery or needing our prayers, especially:  
    

Michael Swann, Alice Swann, Teresa Rajaratnam,  

Peter Courtney, Jason Oxenham, Peggy Bell-Booth  

 

We remember those who have died and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 

Nigel Mercer, Fr Tom Ryder, Marion Spies, Samuel Purdom, Harold Turner, Michael Parker,  

Raymond Edmondson, Julius Swann, Michael Stowers, Ray Abley, Demetrius Fernandes,  

Ricardo Cruz. 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

The Coast to Coast Rosary for Life and 
Faith will be held this year on Saturday 

15th August at 3 pm 
Please help lead or join a group in your 

parish or community.  
For more information, please go to 

www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz  
or phone Clare 022 1912 886 

Liturgy Conference 2020 
An invitation is extended to every 

parishioner in the Auckland Diocese to 
attend the Liturgy Conference  

1-3 October at Baradene College. 
Worshipping under Southern Skies |  
Te Huinga Whakamoemiti Kei Raro i  

Te Taki-o-Autahi -  
Weaving together Liturgy and Life |  
E rarangatia ana ngā Ritenga me te  

Ira Tangata.  
It will be a great opportunity to grow in 

faith. Please visit the website wuss.org.nz  

Diocesan Youth Mass  
Sunday 26 July 7pm  
St Patricks Cathedral 

CARING SUNDAY: THE ANNUAL APPEAL 
FOR THE CARING FOUNDATION  
Please remember the work of the Caring  

Foundation on Caring Sunday, July 26th and  
support our annual appeal and families and  

communities in need. With your support, The 
Foundation gives grants to social services across 
the diocese who care for our brothers and sisters 
in need. A gift to our annual appeal will support 

struggling families in hardship, our young people, 
our vulnerable elderly, and mothers and their  

babies and so much more. Donations can also be 
made through the website 

www.caringfoundation.org.nz  
or to directly to account: 02-0100-0242648-00.  

Marriage Educators - The Marriage and family 
life team are looking for new volunteer Marriage  
Educators to help prepare engagement couples. 
They are looking for couples married 5 + years, 
strong in their faith who have 2 hours a week to 

assist engaged couples on their marriage  
preparation journey.  

Contact Gerry on 09- 3603025 or 021-02247442 
or gerrys@cda.org.nz.  

http://www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz/
http://www.caringfoundation.org.nz
mailto:gerrys@cda.org.nz

